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FROM THE PUBLISHER 


WE RECEIVED AN excited telephone call the other day. 
Without any doubt, we were told, a most important 
birth had occurred at one o'clock that Thursday 
afternoon in St Louis. 


Even without this timely information, we will 
be carefully watching transits and progressions to 
the remarkable Jupiter-Neptune conjunction that was 
just 1' off the zero-Capricorn point, at 17:41 UT 
19th January 1984. This conjunction occurs roughly 
every 13 years but has not happened at such an 
important zodiacal point in all the years since 1846 
when Neptune first came into human view. Indeed, we 
have to go back nearly 200 years, to 1791--the year 
the U.S. Bill of Rights was ratified, when Louis XVI 
and Marie Antoinette were led off to prison by the 
revolutionary mob, and slavery was abolished in 
Britain--before we find a Jupiter-Neptune conjunc- 
tion in the first degree of any tropical sign. Then 
it was in Scorpio's. 


Note, too, that this is the last in the current 
series of slower planet conjunctions (we've recently 
experienced Jupiter & Saturn, Saturn & Pluto and 
Jupiter & Uranus). We must now wait until 13th Feb- 
ruary 1988, when the Saturn-Uranus conjunction oc- 
curs at 29:55 of Sagittarius--just 6' away from the 
position of the present Jupiter-Neptune conjunction. 


This January's conjunction was just 4° away 
from Mercury. The three mutable rulers were thus 
together in the sky--the three planets of duplicity: 
thief (Mercury), actor (Jupiter) and hypnotist (Nep- 
tune). They square the midpoint of a Moon-Saturn 
quadrature. With Saturn ruling the triple conjunc- 
tion and aspecting it, via the Moon, the chart 
suggests propaganda, dirty tricks and devious cen- 
sorship--very appropriate for an election year in 
the "1984" of George Orwell. 
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But Jupiter-Neptune is also sextile the Mars- 
Pluto conjunction in early Scorpio. The Mars-Pluto 
conjunction was exact three days earlier, on 16th 
January. And this sextile between the two conjunc- 
tions is most significant. The two most recently 
discovered planets (Neptune and Pluto) have, almost 
simultaneously, been joined by the two planets (Ju- 
piter and Mars) previously said to rule the signs we 
now allocate to the new bodies. 


The dual rulers of Pisces are sextile the dual 
rulers of Scorpio. 


Should we interpret the Jupiter-Neptune con- 
junction map therefore as successful creativity 
(Mars-60~-Jupiter) stimulating an out-of-this-world 
happening (the perennial Neptune-60~-Pluto)? Two 
weeks later, at 13:25 UT 7th February 1984, men 
floated freely in space for the first time. 


Should we remember George's Big Brother? 


Or should we instead hasten to join our tele- 
phone friend in St Louis, where the conjunction 
indeed rose against the eastern sky; just to pay our 
respects? 


The map, of course, contains the potential for 
each of these happenings. 


Such is our sense of responsibility--prompted 
by that powerful Saturn?--that we choose to continue 
preparation of this second issue of CONSIDERATIONS. 


We offer you a duel anda joust, fluctuating 
gold, a Septenary that will double you back on 
yourself, the key to unlock Nostradamus, and the 
Opportunity to anticipate the coming of a future 
Spring as we move from the dark nights of the 
Che lctaas goat via the Waterman's ferry toa feast 
of the Lenten flounder. Enjoy! 


, Ole 
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FROM GOAT TO FISH 


---AXEL HARVEY--- 


FOR ALL OUR TALK about cycles and returns, we often 
expound astrology as if it were a closed process 
with a beginning and an end. Sign Number One: Aries. 
«Sign Number Twelve: Pisces. The end. 


One example is the ages-of-man analogy--the 
representation of each stage of existence as a sign 
of the Zodiac--that I used to teach when I ought to 
have known better. This scheme, which I patched 
together from a few old sources, had a certain 
elegance: it consisted in assigning the classical 
seven ages to the signs from Leo to Aquarius, and 
adding four pre-natal and one post-mortem stage. 


Aries. The sperm. 


Taurus. The egg ("nest-egg" is an appropriate 
phrase for an aspect of this sign). 


Gemini. The blastula, the organism just after 
conception when the cells begin to 
double (innocent joy in putting two and 
two together). 


Cancer. The foetus and everything that goes 
with nurturing, including the nurse in 
the next paragraph. 


Leo. The newborn, as Shakespeare affection- 
ately says, "mewling and puking in the 
nurse's arms". 


Virgo. The school-boy. 
Libra. The “lover sighing". 
Scorpio. The soldier "jealous in honour". 


Sagittarius. The justice. 
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Capricorn. "The lean and slipper'd pantaloon, with 
spectacles on nose." 

Aquarius. "Second childishness." 

Pisces. The soul liberated from the body. 


There it seemed to end, with the casting-off of 
the funeral boat towards the West. I had not rea- 
lized the significance of the old icon for Pisces: 
when properly drawn one fish is belly-up and there- 
fore dead, but the other fish is belly-down and 
alive. The two are tied together by a piece of 
fishing line, certainly a solid connection between 
life and death. But what is this connection, really? 


A PROPER ICON FOR PISCES--ONE UP, ONE DOWN. 
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The question answered itself when I came across 
the diary of Robert Hooke, a rakish physician in 
17th-century London. [*1] Dr Hooke was very meticu- 
lous about recording his sex life. For each orgasm 
he had had during the day he would jot down the 
appropriate symbol: % ! 


Obvious, of course. We loose our souls--our 
grandparents, who were coyer and more poetic about 
sex than ourselves, 
alluded to "the lit- 
tle death"--then we < 
loose our gametes and y, 
a whole new biogra- / \ 
se Pisces thus 

inks the end of one \ / 
cycle with the begin- \ 
ning of another and ~ _ 
is the locus of sex 
and death. 


Oh, that is not right? You say the eighth house 
is for sex and death, while Pisces is the twelfth; 
and besides Scorpio rules the sexual parts while 
Pisces has the feet? 


My own Piscean Venus, opposed to Neptune, is 
sufficiently far adrift to find several things wrong 
with this objection. "What is not a sexual part?", 
it asks. Then the Zodiac-man, like the Zodiac-ages 
story, is also a circle: for Pisces governs the 
scalp and the fontanelle as well as the feet. All 
the energies of life circulate through the whole 
complex whirlpool that is a human being; no organ 
hoards all of one sort of energy. 


As for the matter of death, the winter signs 
claim it as their special domain. 


In Scorpio a chilly breath touched our necks, 
and it was surprising. October still gave us a few 
warm days. Harvesting was hot work. When the reality 
of Fall appeared to us it was sudden and unwelcome: 
the Sow time; the rafters collapsing on the love- 
making couple; the goblins of Hallowe'en; the ab- 
duction of Persephone, startled virgin. 


In January and February there are no more sur- 
prises. I realized this the other day as I went out 
my back door carrying a mattock, because the front 
door was blocked by a glacier on the front porch 


[*1] Robert Hooke, Diary, 1672-1680. 
H.W. Robinson and w.Adams, eds. London: Taylor, 1935. 
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which would have to be smashed away patiently. It 
had been building up for days as drops from the roof 
crystallized upon reaching the porch; but I had been 
negligent. There is a certain indolence about the 
middle of winter which is almost like the tropical 
indolence of August. Here in central Quebec it is 
often 40 below zero in the morning, not a good 
temperature for violent exercise. The winter quiet- 
ly, nobly honest in its white veil says "I kill 
sometimes". No scorpions, vipers or other underhand- 
ed devices are necessary to make winter lethal. 


No surprises. We know Persephone has been in 
Hell for a long time, no longer a virgin and sending . 
no news. 


Scorpio the soldier faces death but counts 
chance on his side. Pensioner Capricorn, basket-case 
Aquarius and departed Pisces have no such luck. 


Now here is a winter story which is at least 
pares happy. Thor, having just slain a giant, came 
ack from the fight with a heavy sharpening wheel 
imbedded in his skull. It would not budge. He went 
to see Groa, whose spells could moye the biggest of 
stones, and as she chanted the stone wheel began to 
wiggle free in Thor's head. Overjoyed at this, Thor 
rewarded Groa by telling her that he had found her 
long-lost husband, Orvandel, in the Giants' land far 
to the North. He had carried Orvandel homeward on 
his back, but as they crossed tha magic river Eliva- 
gar Orvandel's toe had dragged too low and frozen. 
Thor had broken off the toe and flung it into the 
sky, where it became the star known as "Orvandel's 
Groa was so excited that she forgot her spell, 
and the stone wheel remains to this day lodged in 
Thor's head. [*2] 


Orvandel's Toe is almost certainly Venus. The 
story is Norse, but the name was applied to the 


[*2] Georges Dumezil, "Horwendillus et Aurvandill", Echanges et 
pean mé anaes offerts a Claude Lévi-Strauss 4 
l'occasion de son m niversaire, The Hague and Paris: 
Mouton, 1970. Pp. 1171-1179. The name is also written 
Horwendile, Orentil, Earendel, etc. This story, and the 
Greek one of Orpheus and Eurydice, seem to me to come from a 
common source: but in the Greek version the sexes have been 


switched and it is Eurydice whose foot is bitten, by a 
serpent instead of by frost. 
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Morning Star by the Saxons. Also the middle syllable 
"van" suggests a relationship with the Wanes or 
Vanir, the tribe of Nordic divinities whose head was 
the goddess Freya-Vanadis: their name is related to 
that of Venus. 


It should make sense to an astrologer because 
the toes correspond to the last degrees of Pisces, 
and Venus is exalted at 27° of the sign. 


The river across which Thor carries Orvandel is 
one of those legendary streams that separate life 
from death--a frozen river is perfect, for in cold 
countries the death of some foolhardy youth who 
tried to cross thin ice is not a rare event. But, as 
far as we know anything in Nordic mythology, Orvan- 
del is returning to his love Groa (whose name is 
connected with "grow" and "green") and this is a 
sign of the regeneration of life in the not-too- 
distant Spring. We should not be surprised to find 
related symbols in the religious story-cycle of 
warmer climates. 


The funerary fish-foot illustrated below ties 
all the relevant images together in an ingenious 
way. For millenia the fish was a symbol of fertility 
in European and Mesopotamian cultures: and what goes 
for the fish goes for Pisces and the foot. The fish- 
foot lamp was found in a tomb; it has been associ- 
ated with the Syrian cult of the love-goddess Atar- 
gatis, in whose honour sacred fishponds were kept. 
It makes a fitting southern footnote to a northern 
tale. 


OF 


- / 
SOWA 
Y, 


FOOT-FISH FUNERARY LAMP, PALESTINE, 2ND-3RD C. A.D. 
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Orvandel is one of a very large number of 
divine persons who are lame, or are killed by a 
treacherous blow or poisonous bite on the ankle, or 
by a battle wound to the heel. Ra--his heel bitten 
by a snake. Achilles--his heel pierced by Paris's 
arrow. Harpocrates--his heel bitten by a Scorpion. 
Balder--his foot struck by the deadly mistletoe 
through Loki's connivance. Even Jesus, if we are to 
believe an old Jewish tradition, belongs here: "Bal- 
aam the Lame [i.e. Jesus] was 33 years old when 
Pintias the Robber [i.e. Pontius Pilate] killed 
him". [*3] 


The predominance of ankles and heels leaves no - 
room for doubt. Aquarius (despite the strange Pis- 
cean exception of Orvandel) fulfills the tragic 
destiny of the solar hero, whose vulnerable point is 
where the foot and leg are joined, precisely the 
i ped of the body ruled by the Waterman. It thus 

ecomes clear why Leo and Aquarius bracket the seven 

ages. Aquarius is the End of Man in a number of 
senses: both purpose and end-of-purpose, and of 
course "dotty old thing". 


Lions, royalty, all those things that belong to 
the other side of the year, must guard their paws. 
The Sun King Louis XIV was the last European monarch 
who played his role with solemn and studied thor- 
oughness, and even though the old symbols were ter- 
ribly corrupt by his day his ritual is instructive. 
On his tunic, over his heart, he might wear an 
embroidered golden Sun of 24 rays; but supporting 
his feet--and thus providing the connection between 
his august person and the land over which he ruled-- 
were his famous high heels. Not to give him extra 
inches, as serious historians think, but to link him 
to the lame, hamstrung sacrificial kings of anti- 
quity. Louis was the last public representation of 
King Oedipus (in English, "King Swollen-Foot"): and 
his prettily hampered feet were a reminder of the 
price one pays in order to rule. The monarch is--or 
ought to be--a sacrifice. 


Now Leo and Aquarius are the two signs most 
often invested with an aura of social responsibil- 
ity, as the King with his political authority and 
the aged Waterman with his moral authority--the 
chief and the shaman. As "younger" signs undertake 
their work more innocently than their "older" oppo- 
sites, the Leo-nature in us takes society more 


—_—_————————— 


{*3] Talmud Babli Sanhedrin quoted by Robert Graves as an 
Inscription to his King Jesus, 1946. New York: Farrar, 
Straus, Giroux, 1981. 
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seriously than the Aquarius-nature. Aquarius should 
know everything about feet of clay: his own, his 
associates', and those of the currently popular 
ideas, ideologies and pious wishes. Sometimes this 
looks good to onlookers. It is merely that a certain 
acuteness of vision, combined with a Winter-born 
inability to be enthusiastic, which makes a strongly 
Aquarian person seem elevated above normal ambi- 
tions. 


Consequently many people, textbook authors 
among them, call Aquarius the sign of humanity, 
altruism and progress. This was no doubt true when 
the Louis XIVs were still on top; a modern Aquarian 
is more likely to be skeptical about the benefits of 
democracy or whatever regime happens to be in effect 
here and now. The here-and-now world, like the day 
on which he was born, is a bit too cold to warm the 
Aquarian heart. 


Here let me add a message to the writers of 
future textbooks. Aquarius is a master of defensive 
camouflage, just like the white Winter hare. This 
accounts for the marvellous press Aquarians have 
been enjoying in the last 100 years. Let's put an 
end to it. When men lived in trees and caves, those 
who spent the first two or three months of their 
lives in Winter were probably much weaker than their 
summery brothers and sisters. They made up for it by 
striking noble poses. Something similar has been 
observed in-.native American and Eskimo clans, where 
certain shamans began their career by being unable, 
or unwilling, to pursue the normal manly occupation 
of hunting. Hence the opposition of chief and sha- 
man. (This does not mean, of course, that the 
shaman's magical power is not real). 


It is best not to pay too much attention to 
books of astrology or anthropology. If you look up 
towards the Midheaven around the time of the Mid- 
night Mass you will see, going down towards the 
West, a group of constellations which has been 
called the Heavenly Waters. It includes Pisces, 
Aquarius and Cetus the Whale. Just to their left the 
river Eridanus (Elivagar?) meanders down to the 
South. The Heavenly Waters mark the time between the 
birth of the divine child at the Winter Solstice and 
the fulfillment of his life through sacrifice after 
the Spring Equinox, a time of expectation. As the 
Zodiac ages imply, the end of the sacred cycle also 
brings the joyful promise of future cycles. Christ- 
mas comes nine months after the Passion. 
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Pagan and Christian traditions all attest to 
the heping-time of Winter in the sacred cycle. In- 
deed, in the Mediterranean world the Christian cal- 
endar became an amazing reflection of the old Roman 
Winter observances. 


The 25th of December begins the forty-day 
Christmas cycle. The first great feast after Christ- 
mas is the Epiphany or Twelfth Day. Epiphany means 
"the appearance of the god", whose divinity is made 
manifest and recognized. The next important day is 
Candlemas, or day of the Purification of the Virgin, 
on 2nd February. 


This is not a Christian innovation. February 
was the Roman month of purification, of making ready 
for the vernal sacrifices. There are 28 whole days 
from the beginning of Epiphany Day to the night of 
Candlemas. 


Candlemas celebrates a variety of things. Just 
as the Christian god's glory is made visible at 
Epiphany (which is associated with the presentation 
of Jesus at the Temple), so Candlemas is the time 
when the responsibility of the Christian message is 
entrusted to the faithful (represented by the bless- 
ing of the candles which are taken to the homes of 
the people). It is also the giving of Jesus in 
Marriage to the Church, Mary offering her son to 
Zion. 


Like the fish-foot tomb lamp, Candlemas unites 
the idea of death with that of fertility. Women who 
intended to have children in the coming year would 
make it a point to attend the Candlemas service; but 
the candles obtained there were used when last rites 
were administered to the dying. 


This idea of promoting fertility was apparently 
carried over to Candlemas when the Church abolished 
the ancient Lupercalia in the 5th century. 


The Lupercalia or feast of Lupercal had been 
the central rite of the Roman Winter. Its origin 
goes back to the earliest days of the city, and the 
exact meaning of its observances was largely lost by 
the time it was suppressed. 


The feast was held on 15th February. The 
priests (Luperci), chosen from two noble families, 
met in a cave below the Palatine Hill where the She- 
Wolf was said to have nursed Romulus and Remus. 
Several goats and one dog were sacrificed. After the 
slaughter two young priests were led to the altar; 
their foreheads were smeared with the animal blood 
from a knife, after which the blood was wiped off 
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with a piece of wool dipped in milk. It was then 
customary for the two young priests to break out 
into peals of laughter. 


There followed a feast, after which the Luperci 
ran through the city waving over their heads the 
thongs which had been cut from the skins of the 
goats. Women who wished to have more children, or 
who feared they were barren, got in the way of the 
priests and made sure they received some blows from 
the whirling tongs. It may be relevant to our theme 
that the Luperci were popularly referred to as Crepi 
(billy-goats) and that the crepida was a kind of 
sandal. 


You may remember that Shakespeare's Julius 
Caesar opens on the feast of Lupercal. Antony, who 
belongs apparently to one of the priestly families, 
is told by Caesar to give Calpurnia (Caesar's wife) 
a_ touch of the rawhide whip as he runs past her, 
"for our Elders say, the barren touched in this holy 
chase shake off their sterile curse." 


The play's timing was inspired by a historical 
event. On the Lupercal day before his death, Caesar 
was honoured by the inclusion of his family along 
the original two--the Quinctilians and the Fabians--— 
among the hereditary priests of the Lupercal. Be- 
tween that day and his assassination on the ides of 
March were the events that remind us strangely of 
the life of Jesus: his rejection of the Roman crown, 
the Rorteets, the (apocryphal) eclipse on the fate- 
ful day itself. 


Stranger yet: the interval from the Lupercalia 
to the ides of March is 28 days, the same as from 
Epiphany to Candlemas. Were the Romans, always quick 
to turn their mythology into political and military 
stories, celebrating in Caesar's life the career of 
an ancient god, a solar saviour sacrificed in the 
Spring? 


Whatever can be gathered from juxtaposing Cae- 
sar and Jesus is beyond our scope: But the point 
should be made that the Lupercal is as much a Pi- 
scean as an Aquarian feast, being concerned with 
purification before the Spring and with fertility in 
the middle of Winter--fertility celebrated not so 
much in ecstasy as in hope. Hope that a woman will 
not be sterile; hope that the frost has not killed 
too many seeds; hope that Orvandel will limp home. 


Whatever may be the significance of the histor- 
ical Caesar, Shakespeare's play contains an astro- 
logical message. Strolling through the festive 
streets at the height of the Lupercalia, Flavius and 
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Marullus come across the funny old man who puzzled 
us so much in school, when we read Act I, scene l. 


MARULLUS. 


COBBLER. 


MARULLUS. 


COBBLER. 


FLAVIUS. 


COBBLER. 


MARULLUS. 


COBBLER. 


your so 
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..You sir, what trade are you? 


Truly sir, in respect of a fine workman, | 
am but as you would say, a cobbler. 


But what trade art thou? Answer me directly. 


A trade sir, that I hope I may use, with a 
safe conscience, which is indeed sir, a 
mender of bad soles. 


..Thou naughty knave, what trade? 


Nay I beseech you sir, be not out with me: 
yet if you be out sir, I can mend you. 


What meanest thou by that? Mend me, thou 
saucy fellow? 


Why sir, cobble you. 


ox the spirit of Winter cobble you and repair 
e. 


& &°R & ® 
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REDISCOVERY : 
THE SEPTENARY S) 


PART II 


---KEN GILLMAN--- 


IN THE PREVIOUS issue of CONSIDERATIONS the Septen- 
ary method for predicting the course of a life was 
introduced. Its application to the first forty-nine 
years of a life was explained. 


The horoscope of the Mahatma Gandhi was used to 
demonstrate how each of the seven classical planets 
in turn surfaces over the eastern horizon and be- 
comes ruler of the life for a seven-year period. 
During this year-week the septenary ruler will 
proceed clockwise about the horoscopic circle and 
will stimulate each of the other planets (excluding 
Uranus, Neptune and Pluto) in sequence. 


The initial year of each year-week is of the 
nature of the planet that has newly surfaced into 
the native's life. Subsequent years can be defined 
both in the generalized terms of how any sequence 
of seven will unfold (so well explained by Ruperti 
in Slee of Becoming) and uniquely by the expansion 
in the life of the symbolic meaning of the ruling 
planet as it comes by direction to interact with 
each of the other classical planets. 


All events known to have occurred in Gandhi's 
life prior to his 49th birthday were listed in the 
previous issue. The appropriate planetary symbolism 
of the septenary method was then related to these 
events. 


The present article explains how the septenary 
method proceeds from the 49th birthday on. 


RESEARCH 

Since the introductory article was published 
several readers have written suggesting possible 
ways of proceeding after age 49. No one came up 
with the method that will be presented here. 
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In the initial article it was mentioned that 
this prediction technique is referred to by both 
Vettius Valens and Firmicus Maternus. These ancient 
writers unfortunately are not specific in their 
explanation, and therefore one commences with just a 
concept and is forced to discover how to make it 
work. The technique that has now been rediscovered 
is the result of many years of research, during 
which every alternate solution to the problem was 
fully investigated, one after the other. 


To test each of the alternatives, all known 
events in the well-documented lives of twenty his- 
torical personalities were listed. These were then. 
compared one by one against the alternate symbolism 
given at the various ages by the different possible 
approaches. The method to be described was found to 
be the most appropriate. It has since been validated 
against a further set of thirty biographies and, 
more to the point, it has been used for several 
years to predict events in the lives of clients and 
friends. It has passed these tests. 


* GANDHI: 02:15 UT, 2nd October 1869. 21N38, 69E37. 
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Astrologers who have evaluated this newly re- 
discovered septenary method against events in their 
own lives say they have found it to be elegant and 
appropriate both in its timing and its symbolism. 


METHOD 

In the horoscope of Mohandas K. Gandhi, shown 
on the opposite page, the Mahatma's seven personal 
planets rose after birth in the following sequence: 


Mercury, Venus, Mars, Saturn, Jupiter, Moon, 
and, lastly, the Sun. 


The successive septenary rulers, the planets 
each ruler stimulated in turn during its period of 
rulership, together with the age at which this oc- 
me eg in Gandhi's life, is shown in the following 
table: 


FULL SEPTENARY TABLE - MOHANDAS K. GANDHI 
VIVIIITTILILTITAS TIAL ITAA TATA ATTA TITAS ITT TTT TTT 


Septenary Planet stimulated by ruler 

Ruler Me Su Mo Ju Sa Ma Ve 

SILTITITLTLALA ALATA TATA ITI AAT 
Me o* ai 2 | 4 5 6 

Ve 8 9 10 11 2 a3 " fis 
Ma 16 17 18 19 20 14* 15 

Sa 24 25 26 27 25 22 23, 

Ju 32 33 34 28* 29 30 31 

Mo 40 41 35* 36 37 38 39 

Su 48 42* 43 44 45 46 47 

Me 49* 50 ° - < P 

Su 52 51* Sy. 56 55 54 53 

Mo 60 59 58* 64 63 62 61 

Ju 68 67 66 G5™ 71 70 69 

Sa 76 TS 74 73 72* 78 77 

Ma 84 83 82 81 80 T9* 85 

Ve 92 91 90 89 88 87 86* 
Me 93* 99 98 97 96 95 94 


VIVISITIITIITITA TTT TT ITIL ATTA T TTT TT 


* Starting year of the septenary septet 
of years, the year when the appropriate 
septenary ruler is directed to the 
ascendant. 
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EXPLANATION OF THE FULL SEPTENARY TABLE 


THE FIRST 49 YEARS, ages 0-48, are listed ina 
Manner similar to that given on page 60 of the 
previous isue of CONSIDERATIONS. There is however 
one small but important change. In the previous 
article, to ensure simplicity of presentation and 
ease of understanding, the sequence of the planets 
across the top of the table began with the body that 
had risen last prior to the birth, the Sun in Gan- 
dhi's case, and then followed the clockwise sequence 
of the planets to end with Mercury. In the above 
table, Mercury, which was the first planet to rise 
after Gandhi's birth, has been placed first in the. 
row across the top of the table, thereafter the 
other planets follow, as before, in clockwise se- 
quence. 


No change has been made in the sequence of the 
first seven planets that are listed down the left- 
hand column. 


There has been no change in the allocation of 
the years to the planetary combinations. 


THE HINGE YEARS: AGES 49 AND 50 

Just as each year in a set of seven can be 
interpreted using Ruperti's generic method, so too 
can each part of any set of seven. The first 49 
years of the life contain seven year-weeks--seven 
sets of seven. The final one of these seven, like 
the final single year within each separate septen- 
ary, will contain within itself the seed of the 
second half of life. 


At age 48 the ruler of this seed-septenary, the 
last planet to rise after birth, here the Sun, 
completes its circuit when it reaches Mercury, the 
planet first to rise after birth. 


In each of the previous septenaries the last 
pesnee stimulated by the septenary ruler has always 
ecome the next ruler. This occurs here also. 


: Age 49 is allocated to Mercury, as if coming to 
rise in the east (shown in the table as Mercury 
coming to stimulate itself). 


In the following year, at age 50, exactly in 
the manner described in the previous article, the 
septenary ruler moves on. It continues to be di- 
rected clockwise and so, as usual, encounters the 


planet that had been ruler of the previous septen- 
ary. 
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In the next year, however, commencing at age 
51, there is a change. Mercury does not continue on 
its clockwise course. It fails to move on to stimu- 
late the next clockwise planet. Instead a change of 
rulership occurs. 


At age 51 a new year-week commences which will 
be ruled by the planet that last rose above the 
ascendant prior to the birth. 


Instead of then proceeding ina clockwise di- 
rection about the circle, the ruler of this new 
septenary is instead directed counterclockwise 
around the chart. 


Thereafter all movement continues in this same 
counterclockwise fashion. What arose in the life 
during the first 49 years of the life will, after 
age 50, descend back from whence it came, in exactly 
the reverse order. 


At age 49 and in previous years movement is 
clockwise. At age 51 it has become anticlockwise. It 
is during the year beginning with the 50th birthday 
that a radical change in the method of direction 
occurs, just as the half-century mark indicates a 
turning point in one's life. 


The two classical planets that are positioned 
on either side of the ascendant at birth have an 
importance that is not usually recognized. 


The body that we first directed to rise up over 
the ascendant after the birth can be said to promote 
and nurture the life into being. No matter which of 
the seven planets this is, it will attain a solar 
significance in the native's life and stimulate his 
or her growth to adulthood and individuality. 


The last planet to rise in the east prior to 
birth is then associated with those changes that 
will occur subsequent to age 51. No matter which 
body this is, it has a lunar meaning and signifies 
the inevitable dissolution of life. 


The first planet any septenary ruler meets, 
always in the second year of its year-week, repre- 
sents resistance from the past. At age 50 the im- 
pulse for continued growth, that began in the pre- 
vious year, is forced to bow to an inevitable law of 
the heavens: no body can successfully rise in the 
east a second time unless in-between it has experi- 
enced a setting--resurrection can only occur follow- 
ing a previous death. 
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In practical terms, if you observe how the age 
listings of the septenary table progress, you can 
see that Mercury fails to pass the Sun at age 50, it 
is forced to back off--to relinquish its rulership. 


Thereafter everything is reversed. Life and 
death, the solar and the lunar forces, have met in 
battle. They did so once before: in the second year 
of life, at which time, in the natural way of 
things, the rising body, the life force, is invaria- 
bly the victor. But by age 50 the life-force is no 
longer pure, it has been squandered and is spent; an 
inevitable symbolic eclipse occurs. The victorious 
body, the planet that had risen last prior to birth, 
indicator of the pre-life state, now descends below 
the horizon. It moves counterclockwise, passing 
over the natal position of the planet that had 

see eeenee the urge to become--Mercury in Gandhi's 

art--and blots out any remaining hopes of ever- 
lasting life. At this time situations occur that 
will prompt an awareness of just how tenuous one's 
hold on life now really is. 


Note the full extent of this life-death strug- 
gle between the two planets that are located at 
birth on either side of the natal ascendant in 
Gandhi's chart: 


GANDHI 'S y 
AGE RULER LOCATION 
48 Sun Mercur 
49 Mercury At horizon 
50 Mercury Sun 
51 Sun At horizon 
52 Sun Mercury 


These are five critical years; during them one 
ceases to be a receiver from the past and becomes 
responsible for giving direction to the society in 
which one lives. 


Joseph Campbell describes these key years, 
albeit unwittingly, when he says: "the hero's arri- 
val at the world axis and his readiness to learn has 
proven him to be eligible fora possible experi- 
ence~~proven by his past questioning, his quest- 
ENGiajse 


At ages 48-52, we are at the axis of our world, 
back at the eastern horizon. But planets are no 
longer rising; now they are heading back from whence 
they came. 
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WIDDERSHINS 

Clockwise or anticlockwise. Rising in the east 
and coming into being or descending back into the 
darkness, to dissolve what had previously been 
created. Direct in motion or retrograde. Growth or 
dissolution. The waxing or the waning of life. 


Each of these alternatives has its time. 


The right-pointing clockwise septenary movement 
is associated with the vernal season of life. It is 
when the force to become--the solar, masculine drive 
--springs forth out of the east. 


The counterclockwise or widdershins movement by 
contrast stands for the autumnal part of life, those 
years when the life-force wanes and declines. This 
is the left-handed path which leads westwards, to 
death and dissolution. 


For the first forty-nine years--the sacred 
number seven made doubly powerful by being multi- 
plied by itself--life pursues growth, it conjures up 
a universe that appears to be reality but that is, 
or so the Buddha informed us, just an emanation of 
dreamlike forms, of Maya. During these years the 
septenary follows the Sun's dexter path, clockwise. 
The new experiences that are symbolized by each of 
the different planets in turn emerge into the indi- 
vidual's life from the symbolic womb in the east 
that we call the ascendant. 


Then at age 50 a revolution occurs. Direction 
changes and life turns about to follow the sinister 
lunar motion, counterclockwise on the sacred journey 
of the soul, westwards. We emerged into life out of 
the womb; now we are heading back there, via the 
tomb. 


Irish druidic law insisted on a widdershins 
movement around the holy omphalos at Tara, the 
shrine of Mother Earth: "Thou shalt not go right- 
handwise around Tara." Even today tantric yogas 
always enter a place of worship with the left foot 
forward, as they have for centuries past. 


SYMBOLISM 

Consider the mathematical sign of infinity as 
an appropriate symbol of the Septenary. This hori- 
zontal figure-eight sign can be derived from a i 
resentation of the union of the male and female 
principles, of Shiva and Kali. The couple first join 
their (solar) right hands to unite their "male" 
souls, then when this has occured they also join 
their (lunar) left hands to unite their "female" 
souls, so forming the infinity sign. 
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Even more appropriate as a symbol for this 
septenary method of astrological prediction is the 
swastika. In its original meaning the swastika 
depicted the waxing and waning of life. When point- 
ing to the right it depicted growth, left-pointing 
it symbolized dissolution. 


The sanskrit word Svastika means "so be it" or 
"amen". The swastika was also the ideogram for "in- 
finity" in the far east thousands of years ago. The 
symbol is found on Paleolithic carvings from 10,000 
B.C. It figures on India's oldest coins. In Persia 
and Greece it symbolized the rotating axis mundi 
(the axle of the world) and was sacred to the Queen 
of Heaven, Artemis--Ursa Major in the night sky, 
whose annual track around the Pole Star was one of 
the earliest indicators of the months and seasons. 


The left-handed swastika was the sign for 
Thor's hammer on Scandinavian coins. Early Chris- 
tians adopted this version to represent the Christ 
and it is found in abundance in churches throughout 
Europe. In old Danish churches, for example, it was 
the usual ornamentation on the baptismal font. It is 
unfortunate that this ancient symbol of life has 
been so horribly defiled and perverted in recent 
years. 


The first half of our lives serves our male- 
ness, our solar selves, and the second half our 
moon-selves. Going clockwise the planets move to the 
east. Counterclockwise, they have reversed their 
direction and are heading westwards. In all ancient 
faiths west is the direction of the Moon-land, the 
home of the ancestral dead, whom Considerations 
honours by placing the words "Gaoth an iar lioma 
comhadh" ‘in the front of each issue; it is the 
oldest and most potent prayer we know--"Wind from 
the West, support us". 


Ancient Chinese, Greeks, Celts, Aztecs and 
Egyptians used the term "to go west" as a synonym 
for "to die." It is just possible that this was 
fully appreciated by Horace Greeley when he suggest- 
ed it was the best place for the irritating young 
men of his day. 


: After age 50 there is but one direction our 
lives can take: westwards, into the sunset. 


THE LAST YEARS OF GANDHI 

As with ages 0-48 we will list all known 
events, everything we could obtain about Gandhi's 
life from several libraries. Our major source, Gan- 
dhi's own autobiography, ended when he was in his 
mid-50s, thereafter known events are more sparse. 
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GANDHI'S TWO MERCURY-RULED HINGE YEARS, AGES 49 & 50 


AGE MERCURY 'S EVENTS 
PLACE 
49 Rising Very ill with dysentry, near to death. He 


recovered through ice treatment. Began drink- 

ing goat's milk; prior to this he had taken 

no milk at all. Operation, followed by a long 
convalescence. Very upset when he heard about the repressive 
Rowlett Act, which drastically curbed civil liberties. Reacted by 
calling a General Strike--all India completely stopped on that 
day. Subsequently he felt he had made a "Himalayan miscalcula- 
tion" by calling it. Fasts. Arrested but soon released. Grief 
over Amritsar massacre, when British fired on some 15,000 Indians 
at a peaceful gathering, killing or wounding more than 1,500. 
Became editor of two newspapers in order to educate the reading 
public in the concept of Satyragraha--the force of love and 
truth, and full spiritual involvement in civil disobedience) 


50 Sun Visited the scene of the Amritsar massacre. 
Questioned all witnesses he could find. He 
was deeply disturbed by his findings. Finally 
made his real entrance into Congress politics 

and became the leader of an outraged Congress, totally domina- 
ting it. Also became President of the Home Rule League. Returned 
to the British three medals he had been awarded for his war 
service and humanitarian work, formally declaring a weaponless 
war on British rule. Launched India's first nation-wide non- 
cooperation campaign: massive--but passive--resistance, All as- 
pects of the "satanic" government were to be rejected in a pro- 
gram of economic self-sufficiency. "In my opinion noncooperation 
with evil is as much a duty as cooperation with good." Became 
et throughout India and the world as the Mahatma, "Great 
oul". 


In these two hinge years Gandhi's whole approach to the need 
to free India from British domination altered. He nearly died 
himself at age 49. While still convalescing, he learnt of the 
ghastly massacre at Amritsar. These warnings of the fraility of 
his own life and of his ambitions for his beloved India really 
pushed him into Indian Congress politics for the first time. When 
Mercury rose to stimulate the Sun, and so to trigger the remain- 
der of Gandhi's life, he entered Congress and immediately began 
to dominate the nationalist movement as he was to do so for most 
of the remainder of his life. During these two hinge years Gandhi 
came to realize that enough was enough, his time was beginning to 
run out, he now had to accomplish his intent to give India self- 
rule (Amritsar demanded this) and to do so, in true solar fa- 
shion, he had to be fully in control. He galvanized the Congress 
into a potent counterforce and planned an irresistible strategy. 
India and Gandhi would never be the same again. The days of the 
British rule were numbered--but so too were the Mahatma's. 
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GANDHI'S SOLAR YEARS: AGES 51-57 


AGE SUN'S EVENTS 
PLACE 


51 At horizon Tirelessly touring India, winning converts to 
nonviolent resistance and burning foreign- 
made clothing. Bonfires of British goods lit 
the sky in thousands of towns and villages. 

Trains were halted by people lying across the tracks. Introduced 

his Homespun policy. The spinning wheel, on which homemade khadi 

was made, symbolized India's rejection of British-produced tex- 
tiles and goods and its support of Indian self-sufficiency. | 

Adopted the dress of the very poorest as his own, the loincloth. 

Created a spirit of sacrifice throughout India. Kept up unrelent- 

ing moral pressure on the British. Gandhi Day became the equiva- 

lent of Bastille Day in France or the Fourth of July in the 

U.S.A.--a celebration of both the fight for independence and of 

the Mahatma himself. 


52 Mercury Leader of Congresss. Considered experimenting 
with Civil Disobedience but decided against 
doing so. Because of the extreme violence he 
ended the non-cooperation campaign. His 

slightest word was law. The whole of India had been aroused and 

was on the march. He fasted until the non-cooperation ceased. Al] 

India prayed he would end his fast. He kept the peace and stopped 

a revolution just by his presence. Immediately thereafter he was 

arrested for sedition and sentenced to six years imprisonment. 


53 Venus A very happy year despite being in prison, in 
solitary confinement. He occupied himself 
with his spinning wheel, and by reading, 
writing and meditating. 


54 Mars In prison. Appendicitis. 

55 Saturn In prison. Fasts. Released. 

56 Jupiter Active on foot throughout India, teaching 
wherever he went, preparing all for spiritual 
purification. 

57 Moon 111. Had a long and difficult convalescence. 


The Sun, especially in the second half of life, demands that 
a person should stand alone and truly be himself. During Gandhi's 
years in prison he had little alternative. The septenary began 
with Gandhi adopting the dress for which he is today remembered, 
the peasant's loincloth--his natal 12th house sun is opposed by 
Neptune. The different years of this septenary contain events 
that are appropriate to the planetary symbolism. 
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GANDHI'S LUNAR YEARS: AGES 58-63 
AGE MOON'S EVENTS 
PLACE 


58 At horizon By calling a day's General Strike he forced 
the Government of India t6 grant reforms. 


59 Sun Teaching, touring India, preparing everyone 
for the future independence. Attended Con- 
gress. 

60 Mercury In India--because of the climate--salt, water 


and air are essential for all life. By having 

a monopoly on the production of salt, the 

British had a virtual monopoly on life. Gan- 
dhi challenged the British Empire by walking 240 miles to the sea 
and making salt. The symbolic Salt March was a Proclamation of 
Independence, the start of a civil disobedience campaign. He 
became the center of the world's attention. Arrested. In prison. 


61 Venus In prison. Ended the civil disobedience cam- 
paign. The British then released non-violent 
political prisoners, including Gandhi. Atten- 
ded London conference. Feted by the British 

working people. Had formal talks with the Viceroy of India as his 

equal. At the apex of his public career. Whatever he said was re- 
ported throughout the world. Wherever he went was recorded by the 
movie newsreels. 


62 Mars Returned to India. Arrested. In prison. Long 
fast "to the death" to win suffrage for "un- 
touchables". 


63 Saturn 21-day fast. Released from prison but shortly 
after he was imprisoned again. 


64 Jupiter Released from prison. Much travelling about 
India. Resigned from the Congess. 


The Moon, the focal point of Gandhi's horoscope, gave him 
appropriate world-wide publicity. This was his major period of 
protest. Compare it with Gandhi's life between the ages of 35 
and 41. 
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GANDHI'S JUPITER YEARS: AGES 65-71 


AGE JUPITER'S EVENTS 
PLACE 


65 At horizon Travelling and teaching. 


66 Moon Travelling and teaching. 
67 Sun Travelling and teaching. 
68 Mercury Travelling and teaching. 
69 Venus Meetings with the Viceroy of India. Start of 


second World War. 


70 Mars Unilateral declaration of war on Germany by 
the Viceroy prompted Congress ministers to 
resign from their offices in protest. 


71 Saturn ? 


There was little publicity during these seven years. Not 
much happened to interest the sensation-seeking press (my main 
source for these later years). Gandhi spent the septenary trav- 
elling throughout his beloved India, moving among the poor, 
teaching and preparing them for their future independence, and 
doctoring the sick. This was clearly forecast in the seed-year 
of the previous septenary. Compare with the earlier Jupiter- 
septenary, ages 28-34, 
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GHANDI'S SATURN YEARS: AGES 72-78 


AGE SATURN'S EVENTS 
PLACE 


72 At horizon Exercised his absolute power by arbitrarily 
rejecting Churchill's proposals for India to 
have Dominion status. Drafted famous "Quit 
India" resolution at a Congress session. 

Arrested. The civil disobedience campaign escalated into open 

armed rebellion after his arrest. 


73 Jupiter In prison. Fasts. Very unhappy. 


74 Moon In prison. Wife died. Great sorrow. Very i11. 
Released from prison. Trying to unite India, 
pleading with Moslems. Independence talks. 


15 Sun Independence negotiations. British efforts to 
transfer power to a united India failed when 
Muslims insisted on partition. 


76 Mercury Violence and anarchy throughout India. De- 
pression--believed his whole life to be a 
failure. Sad about the rioting. Nehru's pro- 
visional government. 


77 Venus Met with the last Viceroy, Lord Mountbatten. 
Independence (at last). Despite his triumph, 
he felt no-one had listened to him. Great 
suffering. His life-long dream had become a 

hideous nightmare: amid appalling carnage India had been divided 

into two antagonistic nations. Gandhi mourned the vivisection. 

Calcutta riots. He hurried to the troubled region, trying to calm 

down everyone, Fasted, nearly dying, in order to bring peace to 

riot-filled India. 


78 Mars Fasted. Assassinated at 5:13 PM., January 30, 
1948 in Delhi. 


Gandhi died owning no property. He possessed no riches, nor 
did he have any artistic talent. He made no great scientific 
discovery. But at his death the whole world mourned. 


Nehru: "The light of our life has gone out." 


Albert Einstein: "Generations to come will scarce 
believe that such a one as this 
ever in flesh and blood walked upon 
this earth", 


The events in the final seven years of Gandhi's life corre- 


spond perfectly with the effect Saturn has as it is directed 
about the horoscope, westwards. 
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The septenary is one of a series of what the 
medieval Arabian and Persian astrologers called 
alfridaries. In subsequent issues of CONSIDERATIONS 
each of the other three main alfridary systems will 
be fully described. These systems will not be found 
in any modern astrology text. Each one explains a 
different dimension of the life; used in combination 
they provide the astrologer with extremely powerful 
predictive techniques. 


Before moving on to these complementary meth- 
ods, however, we will linger a while longer with the 
septenary. Despite its apparent simplicity it is of 
great value in aiding the astrologer understand the 
sequence of events ina life. Ina future issue of 
CONSIDERATIONS we will examine how each year can be 
divided into different segments in order for us to 
be more exact with our dating of forecast events. 
Additionally we will compare the lives of people 
born with the same sequence of the seven personal 
planets rising in their natal horoscopes and explain 
how an understanding of the rising sequence of plan- 
ets is essential before the astrologer can under- 
stand how a person will react to any situation. 


ok 8S & HBR 


A NEW BULLETIN 


We have received the first issue of ASTRO*TALK, 
which, editor Michael Erlewine says modestly, is 
intended to provide our customers with all of the 
information (and more) that we monitor here at 
MATRIX." As might be expected, the space in this 
attractive bulletin is devoted mostly to computers 
and software--will the IBM Peanut be as good as 
promised? what versions of Matrix's thorough M-65 
astrological system will run on what machines? But 
there are also brief news items on current astro- 
nomical research, a useful list of astrological 
journals received (with their tables of contents!), 
a calendar of events, and an interesting list of 
features to be included in future issues: a computer 
price index, book reviews, research notes, a column 
for astrologers buying, selling, Swapping and giving 
computers, services or whatever. 


If you are as curious as we are send $7 (U.S.) 
for six issues ($14.50 for air mail outside the 
U.S.A. and Canada) to: 

Astro*talk, 
315 Marion Ave, Big Rapids,Michigan 49307 
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12th December 1983 
* 06:30 UT; Al Kuwayt, Kuwait: 29N04 47E59. 


Truck loaded with explosives smashed into U.S. embassy compound 
and blew up; 5 people killed, 62 injured. Remote control bombs 
were also detonated about the same time at the French embassy, at 
the airport, in a residential area and at an electrical power 
station. A further bomb found at the Kuwaiti passport office was 
rendered harmless. 


Mars-75°-Neptune 


17th December 1983 

* 13:20 UT; Kensington, London, England: 51N30 O0W09:30. 

Car bomb blast among Christmas shopping crowds outside Harrod's 
department store; 6 killed, 95 injured. Irish Republican Army 
claimed responsibility. 

* 01:00 UT approx.; Madrid, Spain: 40N26 03W42. 


Fire swept through crowded discotheque; 78 killed, 25 injured. 


* 22:00 UT approx.; Amsterdam, Holland: 52N21 04652. 


At Casa Rosso, a gambling and sex club in the city's red-light 
district, horrified guests watched at gunpoint as former club 
employee doused floors and stairs with gasoline. A pistol was 
then shot into a fuel can, instantly setting the place ablaze. 13 
killed, 25 injured. 


Moon opposing the Venus-Saturn conjunction. 


A numerologist we know became reconciled with the metric 
system when he discovered that the number of centimetres in a 
foot (30.48) is almost equal to the number of days in a mean 
solar month (30.43685). 
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3lst December 1983 


* Nigerian military coup overthrew country's civilian govern- 
ment. Coup occurred close to the Jupiter-return of the 1960 
Independence chart (23:00 UT, 30th September 1960, Lagos: O06N27 
03E23) with transit Neptune opposing natal ascendant. The alter- 
native chart for Nigeria, the 1963 Federation chart (23:00 UT, 
30th September 1963, Lagos) had transit Saturn on its natal Mars- 
Neptune conjunction. 


Coup was led by Maj. Gen. Mohammed Buhari, born 17th Decem- 
ber 1942 in Daura, in Kaduna state: 10N40 07E28. 


* & 
Twins born in separate years 


te Twin boys born to Long Island woman--one in 1983 and the 
other in 1984. 


Thomas Vincent Pace: 23:59 EST, 31st December 1983. 
Canio Michael Pace; 00:01 EST, 1st January 1984. 


Location: Huntington, Long Island: 40N51 73W25. 


1st January 1984 

i! 08:30 UT, 13N20 88W46 

El Salvador's largest bridge, the quarter-mile long Cuscatlan 
suspension bridge over the Lempa River, blown up by leftist 
guerillas after they had routed the several hundred troops guard- 
ing it. 


Mars-75°-Mercury & Sun 


13th January 1984 
* 10:00 UT (18:00 LT), Kowloon, Hong Kong: 22N28 114E20 


Major rioting (first in nearly 17 years) by thousands, Buses and 
cars were overturned, shop windows smashed. Qutburst came as a 
climax to a two-day taxi strike that paralyzed transportation. 
Violence broke out at the stated time when police arrested a 
youth who had hurled a piece of metal at their car. 34 injured, 
150 arrested. 


Moon opposite Saturn and sesquiquadrate Neptune. 


kk 
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NEPTUNE SEXTILE PLUTO 


The long-lasting sextile of Neptune and Pluto is the result 
of Pluto passing the perihelion of its orbit during our life- 
times. At this point it is roughly the same distance to the Sun 
as Neptune--slightly closer in fact--so the two planets move at 
the same rate. Since they had formed a sextile before this hap- 
pened, they and the Sun form an equilateral triangle. In the 
figure shown below, where proportions and orbital eccentricities 
have been exaggerated, Pluto's orbit is the dashed curve and 
Neptune's the continuous curve. On Pluto it is Neptune-sextile- 
Sun all the time and on Neptune it is Pluto-sextile-Sun. This 
pattern will hold within good orbs well into the 21st century. In 
view of how bad things are, could it be that this "permanent" 
harmonious aspect makes the difference between survival and apoc- 
alypse? 
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20th January 1984 


¥ Acupulco, Mexico: death of Johnny Weissmuller, the Olympic 
Swimming champion who went on to be Tarzan. 


Born: 23:30 UT, 2nd June 1904, Winder, Pennsylvania: 40N14 78W50. 


Source: "from his mother", given by Louis Rodden in 
American Book of Charts. Astro Computing Services, San Diego 1980 


Transit Uranus opposed natal Sun as both Neptune and Jupiter 
entered Capricorn. 


9th February 1984 


* Death of Yuri Vladimirovich Andropov (born 15th June 1914 at 
Nagutskaya Station in the northern Caucasus: 43N 42E), President 
of the Presidium of the U.S.S.R., General Secretary of the Com- 
munist Party. Cause was chronic kidney deficiency--there had 
been kidney dialysis treatment since February 1983--complicated 
by hypertension and diabetes. 


Source: Official Soviet press agency Tass. 
Confirmed by Radio Moscow. 


orto Paaeiehed to U.S.S.R chart (20:35 UT, 7th November 1917, 59N56 


prog Sun opposite prog Saturn 

transit Sun conjunct natal Uranus 
transit Mars conjunct natal Sun 

transit Saturn conjunct natal Sun 
transit Moon opposite natal Sun 

transit Mercury opposite natal ascendant 
transit Jupiter opposite natal Pluto 


- Konstantin Ustinovitch Chernenko--the man Andropov beat for 
the leadership--who now assumes command of the U.S.S.R., was born 
on 24th September 1911 in Bol'shaya Tes, Siberia. 


xkkek 


[Unless stated otherwise, the source of above data is News Media] 
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DECODING NOSTRADAMUS 
STELLAR ASTROLOGY AND THE NOSTRADAMUS CODE 
---Maurice Poulin--- 
Translated by Camille Pelland 


OF ALL ORACLES ancient and modern, the most popular 
in our day is probably Michel de Nostredame (1503- 
1566) or Nostradamus. Even in his lifetime printers 
waited avidly for his books, especially after the 
sensational Centurtes which appeared in a first 
version in 1555. The presses have not stopped since 
then. 


It should be remembered that in the 16th centu- 
ry Nostradamus was also famous for his work as a 
physician; among other things, his treatment for the 
plague was considered most effective. Moreover Nos- 
tradamus was a first-rate scholar, familiar not only 
with the standard Greek and Latin of the 16th- 
century professional but also with Hebrew, history, 
mathematics and astronomy. 


It is thanks to Nostradamus's career in medi- 
cine that his almanac for the year 1566 [*1] was 
among the books bequeathed to McGill University by 
Sir William Osler, another great scholar-physician 
and a collector of rare medical books (and ipso 
{acto of magical, alchemical and astrological 

ooks). 


[*1] n r_1'An M.D.LXVI. avec Ses_an 125 siqnifications 
& explications, compose par Maistre Michel de Nostredame 
ine, C 


Docteur en medic onseiller et Medecin ordinaire du Roy 
«Lyon: Anthoine Volant & Pierre Brotot, 1565. (Number 9 


in Bibliotheca Osleriana.) 
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The Almanac is rare indeed [*2]; furthermore it 
seems to provide a number of clues to the ever- 
obscure Centuries. I shall describe some of the 
relevant passages and discuss new approaches to 
decoding the Nostradamic record. 


Besides being rare the 1566 almanach is pecu- 
liar. On careful examination it turns out to have 
little to do with 1566. For example it mentions an 
eclipse of the Moon which is to occur on 28th Octo- 
ber, giving a plausible time and degree (late at 
night, 15th degree of Taurus). But on the next page, 
on the subject of the same eclipse, it adds that 
"deep westerners" (profonds occidentaux) will see it 
at a different time and degree: 5:37 p.m. and 12-20! 
Taurus. This is both confusing and startling. [*3] 


Unfortunately researchers have too little orig- 
inal Nostradamus material at their disposal. What 
few manuscripts and authentic editions remain are 
scattered around the world and have not been proper- 
ly indexed. To make matters worse, a number of 
commentators have convinced thousands of readers 
that they have the final word. An egregious example 
is that_of Jean-Charles de Fontbrune whose Nostra- 
damus, historien et prophéte (Monaco: Editions du 
Rocher, 1980) sold more than a million copies in the 
French version alone. M.de Fontbrune has long been 
convinced that Nostradamus was not an astrologer. In 
his own words: 


..0ther authors make him out to be an astrologer. Now 
nowhere does Nostradamus give himself this title. He 
calls himself an astrophile, which is equivalent to the 
modern designation of astronomer. ...The only astrology 


Nostradamus mentions is l'astrologie judicielle (judi- 
cial astrology--so named in the epistle to his son 
Caesar) which consists essentially in the study of 
planetary movements and constellations without extrap- 
olating therefrom any influence upon the story of man- 
kind, [*4] 


———— ————————————————————— 


[*2] The Peruvian collector Daniel Ruzo, reputed to have the 
largest collection of Nostradamus material in the world, 
claims to know of only one copy of this almanac, in Naples. 
igs ae testament de Nostradamus, Montreal, Presses de 
a Cité, 1982, 


[*3] There is an eclipse of the Moon on 28th October at 5:37 p.m. 
UT--in 1985! Did Nostradamus foresee the longitude of the 
unbuilt Greenwich Observatory, and hence the basis of Uni- 
versal Time? 
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Such a statement might be passed by without 
comment were it not for Fontbrune's enormous popu- 
larity. Let us offset it, therefore, with a few 
sentences from the Almanac: 


This opposition of the Sun to the Moon, the Sun being 
conjoined with Mercury, signifies according to Alca- 
bitius that many great lords shall die: & a numerous 
body of those who possess domination, authority & abso- 
lute power shall give up their natural breath... 


The quadrature of Mars to Venus foretells of great 
fornications, adulteries... 


The last quadrature of the Moon shall be the 13th day at 
12h 6m of the afternoon, in 26 deg. 29 min. of Sagit- 
tary, ascendant 11 deg. of the same. And it shall be 
cold & dry, tending somewhat towards mildness, but very 
often variable. 0 what fright seizes me at this moment, 
when I must calculate this, and likewise expound the 
whole of it as the celestial bodies in the judicial 
signify it. For I see an infinitude of crimes, great 
edicts & severe proclamations. 


So it is clear that "the celestial bodies in 
the judicial" are not mere objects of scientific 
curiosity, but are warning us about the progress of 
earthly matters. 


As I have mentioned, however, what they tell 
us is not always related to 1566. Let us go back to 
Centuries to see what the true significance of the 
almanac might be. 


The Centuries are groups of one hundred verses 
each--hence "centuries". Each verse is a quatrain of 
decasyllabic lines, and there are ten Centuries: the 
preoccupation with the number 10 is evident, and in 
the ideal scheme there ought to be 40,000 syllables. 
But the project was not so straightforward. 


oe eS eee eee 
rom Fontbrune's introduction to his father's book on the 
[*4] F Fontb 's introducti to his father's book th 


Centuries. Max de Fontbrune, Ce que Nostradamus a vraiment 
dit. Paris: Stock, 1976. 


(Fontbrune's exegesis is groundless. Neither the examples in 
Littre, nor those in the Oxford English Dictionary, nor the 
entry in Cotgrave's French-English dictionary of 1611, point 
to astrology "judicial" or "“judicielle” as being anything 
other than horoscopy. Translator.) 
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The original edition (1555) contained the first 
three Centuries and 53 quatrains of the fourth. 
There was also an epistle to his son Caesar. 


There followed three more steps to completion. 
In 1558, Pierre Rigaud of Lyons published another 
edition which now had six complete Centuries and 42 
quatrains of the seventh. In 1566 the same printer 
brought out an edition with ten Centuries; however, 
the seventh still had only 42 quatrains. Also, an 
epistle to King Henry II of France was added to the 
first one intended for Caesar. Finally a collected 
edition containing the 942 quatrains and the two 
epistles was printed by Benoist Rigaud in 1568; 
there are minor variants and corrections. It is this 
edition which most probably represents Nostradamus's 
final wishes, and on which we ought to rely. 


The Centuries are deliberately opaque, so that 
Many quatrains offer either no meaning at all or 
else a number of fanciful interpretations. Now in 
his epistle to his son, Nostradamus suggests that he 
has provided us with a key to all this: 


And a thousand other accidents will come...as I have 
more fully and at large set forth in my other Proph- 
ecies, which are drawn out at length, in soluta oratione 
[i.e. in prose]; and in which I designate the local- 
ities, times and terms prefixed... 


Commentators have assumed that this prose key 
is lost, or that it is hidden in the epistle to 
Henry II. It appears, however, that the 1566 Almanac 
offers at least part of the solution provided we 
consider that: 


1. The data in the Almanac is not labelled with 
a convenient time and place, but must be identified 
by astronomical research. 


2. Nostradamus was a stellar astrologer, by 
which I mean that he always took full account of the 
fixed stars and constellations (without necessarily 
following a rigorous system of “sidereal" signs of 
the Zodiac). 


3. Nostradamus was also, of course, a clair- 
voyant and a poet. 


The final key to each prophecy is thus often 
available to those who will make an intuitive leap. 
But if there is an astronomical aspect to a particu- 
lar quatrain--for example, if it contains a mytho- 
logical allusion which turns out to be a stellar or 
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planetary allusion after all--then the intuitive 
solution will involve a very precise celestial pat- 
tern. 


Let us proceed to a couple of examples. The 
following is the 51st quatrain of the first Century 
(or I,51--we shall henceforth identify quatrains by 
a Roman and an Arabic number): 


Chef d'Aries, Jupiter & Saturne, 

Dieu eternel quelles mutations! 

Puis par long siecle son maling temps retourne, 
Gaule et Italie, quelles esmotions! 


Head of Aries, Jupiter and Saturn, 
God eternal, what transformations! 
A long century then its baleful time returns, 
France and Italy, what agitations! 


Chef d'Aries [*5] has been interpreted as "mil- 
itary chief", but @¢ ef has the primary sense of 
"head". We may therefore read "the Head of Aries" or 
"the Ram's Head"--that is to say, the star a Arietis 
or Hamal. Vivian Robson calls this star "the Death 
Wound"; for my part I believe it has a simple psy- 
chological meaning--action undertaken at all costs 
to satisfy material desires. It is the ram in Put. 


We shall now look for a conjunction of Jupiter 
and Saturn with Hamal. Of course a triple conjunc- 
tion at null orbs is virtually impossible, but the 
aspect should be so close that it cannot be confused 
with any similar configuration. In his letter to 
Henry II, Nostradamus states that he makes no “am- 
phibological calculations": in simple terms, the 
phenomena he mentions are unique and unambiguous. 


The day we are looking for can only be 22nd 
April 1881. On that date the Jupiter-Saturn conjunc- 
tion becomes exact in right ascension around 22.5 
UT, only 36 arc minutes from the right ascension of 
Hamal. It can be verified that there is no closer 
conjunction from 1555 to the present, and at least 
for an equally long period beyond the 20th century. 


————— 


[*5] I have preferred to follow the Bareste edition for chef, 
rather than chefs. 
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Wherever Nostradamus alludes to fixed stars, 
the coordinate system seems to be equatorial rather 
than ecliptic. In 1881 the ecliptic conjunction of 
Jupiter and Saturn is 4°23' from the longitude of 
Hamal: there is actually a closer ecliptic conjunc- 
tion in 1941 (15th February) only 2~°17' from the 
star. Neither of these two ecliptic aspects is as 
close as the equatorial conujunction we have just 
mentioned. 


What happened in the Spring of 1881? It was the 
beginning of a great wave of colonizing activity by 
the French, English and minor powers, especially in 
Africa. Trading counters on the African coast became 


full-blown colonies or protectorates with great § 


regularity in the next two or three years. 


On 12th May 1881 the Treaty of Bardo permitted 
the establishment of the French protectorate in 
Tunis. This caused other European states to look to 
their interests in the Mediterranean: French-Italian 
relations became especially tense--"Gaule et Italie, 

uelles esmottions!" In the following year the Eng- 

ish occupied Egypt and the Italians founded what 
was to become Eritrea. In 1883 to 1885 the following 
colonies were started or legitimized: Nigeria, Came- 
roon, Congo Free State, Somaliland, British East 
Africa and German East Africa. 


Briefly, we may synthesize this period by re- 
ferring to the conjunction which ushered it in: 
Hamal, aggresive action; Jupiter, expansion; Saturn, 
sultans and beys constrained to accept political 
trusteeship, or simply to fall. 


A rare circumstance about 1881 is that two 
chiefs of state of major powers were assassinated 
during the year: President Garfield of the United 
States and Czar Alexander II of Russia. 

6) 

Now in the third line of the quatrain Nostrada- 
mus tells of the return of a malign influence after 
a hundred years. Par tong stecle--we have been 
through a long century indeed! It is relevant to 
recall the tradition which says that a Saturn- 
Jupiter conjunction, if it occurs in the early part 
of a fire constellation, has effects lasting from 
200 to 240 years at least. [*6] 


[*6] See W.E.Peuckert, L'Astrologie, Paris, Payot, 1965, 
pp. 155-156 and I90-I9T. 
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The map below shows the equatorial Jupiter- 
Saturn conjunction of 12th April 1881, at 14:13 UT 
approximately, for Rome 41N52 12E37. The signs indi- 
cated are not zodiacal but equatorial: 0 to 30 
degrees of R.A. is Aries, etc. House cusps are 


equally-spaced meridians based on cusp X being the 
R.A.M.C. 
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According to the quatrain, then, there should 
be a sort of "boomerang" effect in 1981 related to 
what went on exactly one century earlier. Two events 
stand out, occurring almost to the ary 100 years 
after the Treaty of Barda. On 10th May 1981 Francois 
Mitterand became the first socialist President of 
France by popular election, and the first to preside 
over a freely elected socialist government anywhere 
on the Continent that was not a loose "Front". On 
13th May, Pope John Paul II was shot by a Turkish 
fanatic and escaped with his life thanks to danger- 
ous surgery. "France and Italy, what agitations!" 

_ (Around the same time the Italian, government 
resigned not because of a political, defeat but be-- 
causé of a threatened scandal involving a mysterious 
Masonic lodge--just the sort of crists Nostradamus 
would have understood, Translator.) 


The bullet which severed the Pope's intestine 
was really aimed at the gut of old Europe. Mehmet 
Ali Agca, the young terrorist who pulled the trig- 
ger, belonged to a right-wing secret society which 
seeks to rebuild the Ottoman Empire and eventually 
to create a Turkish world state. Interestingly, one 
of the main effects of the 1880's colonial rush had 
been Egypt passing definitely from Ottoman to Brit- 
ish hands (the final gesture was made in 1882, when 
the British army occupied Cairo). When we consider 
how different history would have been if the other 
side--the Germans, Austrians and Turks--had control- 
led Suez in 1914 (remember Lawrence of Arabia and 
all that?) it becomes apparent that this was the 
nail that sealed the coffin on the greater Turkish 
state. More intersting yet: during the crisis of 
1880-1882 which led to the British takeover of 
Egypt's government, it was France and Italy who 
refused to join in an international solution to the 
problem. 


It is still too early to be sure that our 
interpretation of I,51 is correct. But because of 
the timing of Mitterand's election, because his 
domestic programme seems to be faltering and because 
France is still willy-nilly involved in Africa and 
the Near East up to its neck, we should expect a 
major crisis in that country in 1985 (echoing the 
fall of the French premier Jules Ferry in 1885 over 
colonial issues). 


On the Italian side, if the attempt on the 
Pope's life is indicative, there may be a change in 
the status of the Vatican City or an attack on the 
Papacy: the Lateran Treaty of 11th February 1929, 
which recognizes the Pope's sgvereignty in the Vati- 
can, has its Jupiter within 1°23' of Hamal in right 
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ascension. Pluto is still opposed to this point in 
1984. 


Looking back on the intervening years it is 
noteworthy that on the day German troops first en- 
tered France in World War II, 12th May 1940, Jupiter 
and Saturn again stood near Hamal. The two planets 
were not close enough to make a true conjunction in 
longitude, but their midpoint was within 13' of the 
star in right ascension. 


& 2 & 4.8 


1X5, 85 


L'horrible guerre qu'en 1'Occident s'appreste, 
L'an ensuivant viendra la pestilence 

Si fort horrible, que jeune, vieux ne beste, 
Sang, feu, Mercure, Mars, Jupiter en France. 


The horrible war being prepared in the Occident, 

The year after will come pestilence 

So greatly horrible, that neither young, old nor beast-- 
Blood, fire, Mercury, Mars, Jupiter in France. 


The sensible way to study this quatrain is to 
look first of all for the date provided by the last 
line. There has been blood and fire in France, but 
obviously three planets cannot meet there! 


Now tradition has long assigned Virgo to Paris 
and Leo to the whole of France. [*7] We May there- 
fore take the last line to mean that there shall be 
simultaneously warfare in France; and Mercury, Mars 
and Jupiter in Leo. The only candidate seems to be 


-_-e eee —————————— 


[*7] Such is the tradition as reported by Alan Leo, although 
France has been associated with different signs. Ptolemy 
gave Gaul proper to Aries and Cisalpine Gaul, i.e. northern 
Italy, to Leo. In any case the battle of Avranches took 
place in the old duchy of Normandy, whose symbol has always 
been the lion. Translator. 
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the end of July 1944. This was, of course, in the 
middle of the Allied campaign to liberate France. 
Jupiter was already in the constellation of Leo when 
Mars joined it on 21st June, followed by Mercury on 
20th July. [*8] Strangely enough this was also the 
day of a solar eclipse. 


This pattern lasted until around 30th July, 
with the Moon intruding in the constellation between 
the 21st and 25th. The period from the 25th to the 
30th saw some of the fiercest fighting of the cam- 
paign, around Avranches. 


The first three lines are not related to the. 
last one by regular syntax. Nevertheless it is easy 
to see that the above-mentioned planetary picture is 
followed, a year later, by "horrible" war. The re- 
dundant adjective, used twice in the same quatrain, 
is unusual in a writer whose style is extremely 
elliptical and lapidary. 


Alongside this atypical repitition is another 
anomaly. As a doctor who dealt competently with 
pestilence, Nostradamus would have known that 
plagues from which no beast escapes are unusual--if 
indeed he had ever heard of such a plague. 


Considering these clues, and considering that 
after all there was no plague following World War 
II, we can only conclude that the "horrible war" 
attended by "pestilence so greatly horrible" occur- 
ring one year after the Avranches breakthrough is 
the atomic war unleashed on Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
on 6th and 9th August 1945--a war which had indeed 
been prepared "in the Occident", in North America. 


ws % 8.2 


To conclude I wish to offer a speculative in- 
terpretation. The 1566 Almanac contains the follow- 
ing passage: 


And by this quadrature of the Sun to Mars, the 
Sun in Piscis, Mars in Gemini, is indicated some 
great and happy fortune: a great action shall 
take place by sea & by land, but especially by 


[*8] Mercury would still be in the sidereal sign of Cancer on 
20th July. However Mr Poulin places planets in the irregular 
background of the stellar beasts and personages, not in a 
rigid system of signs of equal width. Translator. 
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sea on behalf of the highest temperal Roman 
monarch, who is revealed to be Emperor, & to 
cause the great defeat of the barbaric nation, 
with the great casting down of their reign 
through Christian victory. The highest Christian 
with the grand accord of his blood relatives & 
royal alliance shall occultly meet in a mighty 
deliberation-of the utmost importance, with 
little said, whose effect & enterprise shall 
afterwards bear fruit so happily, that all the 
barbaric designs shall be broken, put to naught, 
& frustrated.... 


There is no room here to review all the clues 
Nostradamus has left about this Grand Monarch. 
Briefly, he is a distant relative of the French 
kings and will be given the title of "Christian 
Emperor of the World" long before the close of the 
20th century. The "Roman" may mean simply that he 
will be of Latin culture, or that he is in some way 
the heir of the Holy Roman Empire. Furthermore I 
think that the action referred to takes place on 
13th April 1993, when the Sun in the constellation 
Pisces squares Mars, who is conjunct § Geminorum, 
the star that is also known as Hercules. 


Consider this quatrain: 


X,79 


Les vieux chemins seront tous embellis, 

L'on passera a Memphis somentree: [*9] 
Le Grand Mercure d'Hercules fleur de lys, 
Faisant trembler terre, mer & contrees. 


The old roads shall all be made pretty, 
Memphis shall be reached, entered by stealth: 
The great Mercury of Hercules, flower-de-luce, 
Causing earth, sea and countries to quake. 


{[*9] This line is virtually impossible to translate. Somentré 
might be related to subintratus, "entered by stealth", but 
this interpretation is debatable. It does not help that 
Nostradamus sometimes used anagrams and that his printers 
made misprints. Translator. 
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The first two lines allude to the Grand Mon- 
arch's triumph over Memphis, the ancient capital of 
Ancient Egypt. but while signifying Egypt, Memphis 
is also a pun on mem, "water" (the thirteenth letter 
of the Hebrew alphabet) which refers to the "great 
action...by sea" of the prose passage. 


The flower-de-luce or heraldic lily of France 
needs no comment. 


"Great Mercury of Hercules" is an example of 
the many-branched connotations of words common to | 
oracular speech and great poetry. "Great Mercury" is 
an alternate name for the Celtic god of eloquence, 
prophecy and war, Ogmios or Ogmion, mentioned in 
other quatrains. Ogmios was considered as having the 
nature of both Mercury and Hercules. (Snghegis read- 
ers will know him better as Qgma, who gave the Ogham 
alphabet to the ancient Britons. Translator.) But 
Mercury-Hercules is also the star Hercules belonging 
to the Mercurial constellation, that is $ Geminorum 
(as opposed to the constellation called Hercules). 
It thus seems highly probable that X,79 and the 
passage from the Almanac are related: both refer to 
a victorious Gaulish figure, water, triumph over a 
non-Christian power, and Hercules. The Sun-Mars 
square of 13th April 1993--provided we place it in 
its stellar setting--ties all these elements to- 
gether. ‘ 


x FS E78 


Regardless of what one thinks of the Centuries, 
it is important to realize that they provide con- 
crete indications which can be tested; this is espe- 
cially so when they depend on planetary positions 
whose cycles are perfectly well known ands therefore 
above any matter of opinion. There is a number of 
astrological quatrains besides those I have dealt 
with here, but there is no space for me to elaborate 
on them at this time. My own opinion of Nostradamus 
is formed: he was a great astrologer-seer whose 
learning and skill we can admire and even imitate. 


& * £° ses 
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CONSIDERATIONS 
Translator's postscript. 


Mr Poulin's manuscript was given to me on 20th 
December 1983. Today, 25th January, I heard on the 
BBC that the Italian government intends to replace 
the Lateran Treaty of 1929 with a new agreement. 
There is to be complete separation of Church and 
state, and the Italian educational system will be 
changed so that people can opt out of schools now 
run by the Church. The prime minister hopes the 
necessary arrangements can be completed by the mid- 
dle of the year. 


This is of course perfectly in line with what 
Mr Poulin says about quatrain I,51 and the Jupiter- 
Saturn-Hamal conjunction of 1881. 


On the same day there was another news item 
ominously in agreement with his reading of Nostrada- 
mus: a Jaguar aircraft of the French air force was 
shot down by Libyan-supported rebels in Chad. The 
French government was urgently considering the 
points for and against keeping military forces in 
Chad and Lebanon, where losses have been alarming. 
Chad, Lebanon and Libya have all been, at various 
times, French or Italian colonies or protectorates. 


Thus two things seem to be coming to a head: 
the revenge of the former Mediterranean colonies, 
and the dissolution of the last relics of the Papal 
dominions. Incidentally, Pluto this July will oppose 
Hamal within 1°38' in right ascension. 


As is mentioned in the article, the Jupiter- 
Saturn conjunction of 1941 was fairly close in 
ecliptic longitude to Hamal. Since Italy lost Ethio- 
pia in April of that year and France was occupied, 
an argument might be made in favour of ecliptic 
rather than equatorial aspects. But the test of 
quatrain I,51 must be made around two sets of events 
one century apart. One wonders what 2041 will bring. 


* 
* 
+ ee eH 
* 
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EFFECT OF MERCURY-NEPTUNE ASPECTS 
ON GOLD PRICES 


---ALAN RICHTER--- 


IN MERRIMAN'S The Gold Book [*1] various aspects 
between pairs of planets are related to cyclic 
changes in the price of gold on the open market; 
however not all combinations of planets are con- 
sidered. 


Here I deal with the manner in which aspects 
between Mercury and Neptune affect gold prices. 
Since Neptune was in tropical Sagittarius for the 
duration of this study, I consider the time windows 
during which Mercury entered Gemini or Sagittarius 
and subsequently made an opposition or conjunction 
with Neptune. 


An example is the entrance of Mercury into 
Sagittarius on 16th November 1976 one day after the 
primary top of 15th November 1976. A secondary 
reaction or downswing ensued which ended on 29th 
November 1976, four days after Mercury conjoined 
Neptune. This is illustrated on the next page, in 
Figure A. 


On the other hand, on 24th November 1975 Mercu- 
ry entered Sagittarius and subsequently conjoined 
Neptune. Nothing happened to gold prices. 


I wondered if the sequence of relevant aspects 
might be related to gold prices. Compare the se- 
quence of events in the 1975 case with that which 
occurred in each of the years 1976, 1977 and 1978. 


1975 1976, 1977 & 1978 


. Mercury into Sagittarius 1. Sun conjunct Mercury 
. Sun conjunct Mercury 2. Mercury into Sagittarius 
- Mercury conjunct Neptune 3. Mercury conjunct Neptune 
.« Sun conjunct Neptune 4. Sun conjunct Neptune 


{*1] Ray Merriman, The Gold Book. Seek-It Publications, 1982. 
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I then hypothesized that for the Mercury- 
Neptune effect to take place, the Sun conjunct Mer- 
cury aspect must not fall between Mercury's entrance 
into Sagittarius and its conjunction with Neptune. 


I now list the eight examples of Mercury con- 
junct Neptune and the seven examples of Mercury 
Opposite Neptune for the period between 29th May 
1975 and 31st December 1982. 


[Each sequence listed below is preceded by an indication of 
if the market was bearish or bullish, then by the dates on which 
the astronomical phenomena occurred, then the sequence of the 
phenomena. So, Me and Np mean Sun, Mercury and Neptune; Sg and Ge 
indicate the signs Sagittarius and Gemini; an equality sign (=) 
means a conjunction between Sun and Mercury, and either a con- 
junction or an opposition of one of these two bodies with Nep- 
tune; R and SD mean retrograde and stationary direct.] 

CONJUNCTIONS OF MERCURY AND NEPTUNE, 1975-82 
1: 1975 Bear Market 


24th Nov, 28th Nov, 2nd Dec, 4th Dec. 
Me Sg So=Me Me=Np So=Np 


No effect on gold prices 
2: 1976 Bull Market (figure A) 


7th Nov, 16th Nov, 25th Nov, 5th Dec. 
So=Me Me Sg Me=Np So=Np 


Decline from the primary top of 15th November 1976 


Figure A: Cases 2, 3 & 4. The 1976, 77 & 78 Bull Markets 
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3: 1977 Bull Market (figure A) 


18th Oct, 9th Nov, 20th Nov, 7th Dec. 
So=Me Me Sg Me=Np So=Np 


Decline from the primary top of 9th November 1977 
4: 1978 Bull Market (figure A) 


30th Sep, 3rd Nov, 17th Nov, 10th Dec. 
So=Me Me Sg Me=Np So=Np 


Decline from the primary top of 30th October 1978 
5: 1979-80 Bull Market 


12th Dec, 27th Dec, 21st Jan. 
Me Sg,So=Np Me=Np So=Me 


No effect on gold prices 


6: 1980 Bear Market (figure B) 


5th Dec, 14th Dec, 20th Dec, 31st Dec. 
Me Sg So=Np Me=Np So=Me 

Decline and rebound with the turning point occurring when 
Sun was conjunct Neptune. The primary trough was Friday 12th 


December; 14th December, the day one would have expected an exact 
market bottom, fell on a Sunday. 


al 
| 


Figure B: Case 6. The 1980 Bear Market 
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7: 1981 Bear Market 


28th Nov, 10th Dec, 14th Dec, 16th Dec. 
Me Sg So=Me Me=Np So=Np 


No effect on gold prices 


8: 1982 Bull Market 


19th Nov, 21st Nov, 8th Dec, 18th Dec. 
So=Me Me Sg Me=Np So=Np 


No effect on gold prices 


SUMMARY OF THE EIGHT MERCURY-NEPTUNE CONJUNCTIONS 

Among the eight years there are four instances 
without effect (cases 1, 5, 7 and 8), three in- 
stances of a decline from a primary top (cases 2, 3 
and 4), which can also be described as grea Rokt | 
reactions in a bull market, and a single downwar 
distortion in a bear market (case 6). These results 
are diagrammed in Figures A and B, 


If we apply the sequence rule that was formu- 
lated above, we see that in cases 1 and 7 the Sun- 
Mercury conjunction fell inside the sequence; since 
there was no effect, the hypothesis is not rejected. 
This now leaves just two cases of lack of effect 
that have to be explained, cases 5 and 8. In case 5 
(December 1979) the absence of effect on gold prices 
can perhaps be explained by the coincident heliocen- 
tric Saturn-Neptune square. This may be expected to 
effectively eliminate the Mercury-Neptune effect. 
One could say that Saturn is dominant to Mercury- 
Neptune. 


The lack of effect on gold prices in case 8 
could be caused by Uranus having entered Sagittarius 
by this time and being thus in the same sign as 
pis Sinaia this may interfere with the Mercury-Neptune 
effect. 


One should note that in none of the eight 
instances was there any bullish or contrary effect 
of the signature. Mercury conjunct Neptune is a 
cagcg short-term indicator when it has any effect 
at all. 


We now consider the seven examples of Mercury 


opposite Neptune which occurred during the period 
under study: 
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THE OPPOSITIONS OF MERCURY AND NEPTUNE,1975-82 


9: 1976 Bear Market 


20th May, lst June, 2nd June, 13th June 24th June, 
So=Me,Me-R  Me-SD So=Np Me Ge Me=Np 


No effect on gold prices of the signature under study. (The 
market action took place between 25th May and lst June.) 


10: 1977 Bull Market (figure C) 


5th June, 10th June, 18th June, 29th June. 
So=Np Me Ge Me=Np So=Me 


Primary bottom on 14th June 
11: 1978 Bull Market (figure D) 
3rd June, 7th June, llth June, 14th June. 
Me Ge So=Np Me=Np So=Me 


Decline in price 


Figure C: Case 10. The 1977 Bull Market 


x By" 


Figure D: Case 11. The 1978 Bull Market 
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12: 1979 Bull Market 


26th May, 29th May 3rd June, 10th June. 
Me Ge So=Me Me=Np So=Np 


No effect on gold prices 


13: 1980 ?-Market (figure E) 


13th May, 16th May, 27th May, 11th June. 
So=Me Me Ge Me=Np So=Np 


One half primary trough on 22nd May 1980. 


Figure E: Case 13. The 1980 ?-Market 


Or 4 
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Figure F: Case 15. The 1982 Transition period 
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14: 1981 Bear Market 


27th April, 8th May, 22nd May, 14th June. 
So=Me Me Ge Me=Np So=Np 


No effect on gold prices 


15: 1982 Transition Period (figure F) 


lst May, lst June, 13th June, 16th June, 6th July. 
Me Ge So=Me, Me-R Me-SD So=Np Me=Np 


Major bottom on 21st June 1982. 


SUMMARY OF SEVEN MERCURY-NEPTUNE OPPOSITIONS 

Of the seven charts there were three instances 
when no effect occurred, three troughs and one de- 
cline in price. The effects are diagrammed in Fig- 
ures C-F. Case 10 represents a downward distortion 
in a weak bull market and is associated with a 
primary bottom. Case 11 shows the same pattern as 
Cases 2, 3 and 4 (conjunctions) except that a prim- 
ary top was not involved. Nevertheless, the identi- 
cal secondary reaction seems to be associated with 
the entrance of Mercury into the mutable sign and 
its subsequent aspect to Neptune. In case 13, Mer- 
cury in Gemini opposed to Neptune is associated with 
a one-half primary trough which was the third of the 
three bottoms of 1980. Case 15 was associated with 
the major turning point of 1982 (a bottom). 


Of the three examples that are without effect, 
case 12 has Sun conjunct Mercury inside the se- 
quence; we can say that Sun conjunct Mercury count-— 
eracts the Mercury-Neptune effect when it falls 
between the entrance of Mercury in the sign and its 
subsequent aspect to Neptune. I have no explanation 
for case 14, which appears to be a true exception to 
the proposed Le ag Dod 2 Case 9 could be said to be 
too close to the Mercury direct station, although 
case 15 also has Mercury retrograde, but the differ- 
ence is that in case 9 the Sun conjunct Mercury and 
subsequent Mercury retrograde occurs in Taurus, 
while in case 15 the entire sequence takes place 
while Mercury is in Gemini. Presumably the back and 
forth movement of Mercury in the system of Neptune 
for such a long time produced the major bottom in 
gold prices. 
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DISCUSSION OF RESULTS. 

Fifteen examples of Mercury conjunct and oppo- 
site Neptune were examined in relation to gold price 
cycles. When the Sun-Mercury conjunction fell be- 
tween the entrance of Mercury into the sign (tropi- 
cal Gemini or Sagittarius) and Mercury's aspect to 
Neptune, no effect on gold prices was observed. Of 
the eleven instances where Sun conjunct Mercury did 
not complicate the picture, there were seven cases 
of short-term declines or troughs and four cases 
with no efect. (Case 15 was removed from consider- 
ation). 


If we also eliminate case 5 on the assumption. 
that Saturn square Neptune removed the effect under 
study, then we have ten examples of which seven 
coincided with short-term declines or troughs and 
three with no effect (Cases 8, 9 and 14). If we also 
eliminate case 9, arquing that it followed too clos- 
ely after the Mercury retrograde period, and replace 
it by case 15, a complex chart that violates the Sun 
conjunct Mercury rule, we have eight declines 
(troughs) and two with no effect. 


Regardless of these numbers, the results are 
consistent with the hypothesis that Mercury entering 
Sagittarius and then passing Neptune, or entering 
Gemini and then opposing Neptune, is a bearish 
short-term indicator for gold prices, associated 
either with a decline or a bottom or no effect. In 
none of the fifteen charts was this sequence asso- 
ciated with any bullish effects. 


EFFECT OF JUPITER AND URANUS 

Apparently the transit of Jupiter through Gem— 
ini (between 3rd April and 20th August 1977, and 
also from 30th December 1977 to 11th April 1978) did 
not interfere with the Mercury-Neptune effect. In 
fact, the primary bottom of 14th June 1977 is evi- 
dence that Jupiter actually enhanced the Neptune 
effect. On 8th June 1977 Jupiter opposed Neptune at 
14°40' of Gemini-Sagittarius. Mercury entered Gemini 
on 10th June; the primary bottom of 14th June occur- 
ring before Mercury had aspected either Jupiter or 
Neptune. 


However, the data is consistent with the hypo- 
thesis that when Uranus is in the same tropical sign 
as Neptune the observed effect will disappear. Even 
though the major bottom of 21st June 1982 took place 
while Uranus was in early Sagittarius, no Mercury- 
Neptune effect had been observed in the previous 
year. The effect can therefore be considered to have 
deteriorated as early as 1981. 
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It remains to be seen whether the Mercury- 
Neptune effect will reappear when Neptune enters 
Capricorn, whether it is just a spurious correla- 
tion, or whether it becomes modified by other 
factors. 
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MUNDANE LOOK-ALIKES (2) 


MAN TO MAN 
---AXEL HARVEY--- 


THE TWO MOMENTS recalled here are separated by two 
and a half centuries and appear to be unrelated 
except for externals: both are cases of fatal single 
combat between gentlemen. On closer examination, 
however, there is an amazing connection between them 
in their historical background and their personal 
consequences. 


The first event is a joust between King Henry 
II of France and the Count of Montgomery, officer of 
the French king's Scots guards, which took place on 
30th June 1559 (Old Style) "towards evening" ina 
tournament field on the Rue St-Antoine in Paris near 
the Palais des Tournelles, just south of what is now 
the Place des Vosges. I have taken 48N51 by 2E22 for 
the place and 19:30 UT for the hour. 


The second is the pistol duel between Aaron 
Burr, Vice-President of the United States, and Alex- 
ander Hamilton, former Secretary of the Treasury, 
fought at Weehawken, across the Hudson River from 
Manhattan, around 7 o'clock in the morning of 11th 
ce I have assumed 12:00 UT and 40N46 by 
74wWO0l1. 


To go straight to the maps: 
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Figure A: 
Fatal joust 
between King Henry II and Montgomery, 
30th June 1559 (Old Style) 
"towards evening" 
--19:30 UT is assumed here-- 
48N51, 2E22. 


15°12 20°54 


23° 
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Figure B: 


The Burr-Hamilton duel, 
llth July 1804 
around 7 A.M.--12:00 UT here-- 
40N46, 74W01 


af 
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1. The Sun is within a degree of 18° Cancer in 
both cases (note that the Gregorian calendar was 
adopted between the two dates). 


2. Pluto is in the 10th degree of Pisces in 
both cases, the planet having completed a single 
zodiacal cycle in the intervening years. 


3. Mars is about to culminate in both cases. 


4. Venus is in Leo in semi-sextile aspect with 
aaa (orb 16' in the 1559 map and 11' in the 1804 
map). 


5. In the earlier map the Ascendant is moving ~ 
from Mars to Pluto; in the later one the Midheaven 
is moving from Pluto to Mars. 


6. Mercury and Saturn are in hard aspect: 
a ceueere in 1559 (orb 6') and a square in 1804 
(TS53%=) « 


7. The 1559 map has Capricorn rising and Leo 
on the Vertex while the 1804 map has Leo rising with 
Capricorn on the Vertex, both Midheavens being in 
the Taurus-Scorpio axis. 


8. Mars and Saturn .are connected by major 
aspects: an opposition (2°36') in the first map and 
a trine (1~25') in the second. ‘ 


The first contest was a sporting affair and no- 
one was supposed to get hurt. Henry II was cele- 
brating the treaty of Cateau-Cambresis and the dou- 
ble marriage of his daughter and sister with the 
King of Spain and the Duke of Savoy. A three-day 
tournament climaxed the occasion. On the third day 
the King--an enthusiastic athlete--challenged the 
young Montgomery. The riders missed each other on 
the first try. The King insisted on another tilt 
against Montgomery's protest. Another miss. On the 
third try both men splintered their lances; but the 
unfortunate Montgomery could not throw down his haft 
Lepage enough and the jagged point of his broken 

ance punched through the King's helmet and lodged 
in his eye. 


It was the last day of June. The King suffered 
until 10th July, having commanded that Montgomery be 
forgiven. Useless though noble gesture: his widow, 
the formidable Catherine de'Medici, could not for- 
give anything. Montgomery wisely left Paris and 
began a strange career--one he would certainly have 
missed if his King had not been so anxious for a 
playoff. 
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The second combat also led its survivor to a 
strange, unsatisfying destiny. For years a state of 
hypocrisy had existed between Aaron Burr and Alexan- 
der Hamilton, decorous political debate on the out- 
side and malicious slander underneath. The events 
leading to the fateful day are too complicated to 
relate here: it is sufficient to say that the petty, 
incestuous politics of New York were too small for 
two great men. One of them had to go. Mr Hamilton 
committed an indiscretion and would not apologize; 
seconds were chosen, a date appointed, and rules 
drawn up. Principals and seconds met on a secluded 
ledge in Weehawken--a favourite place for duels-- 
and Hamilton, who as the challenged party was enti- 
tled to choose the weapons, brought a set of English 
pistols, calibre .54 with hairspring mechanisms. 


Some writers have speculated that these pistols 
were unsuitable for duelling, that Hamilton had 
intended really to aim at Burr (and not to miss him 
deliberately, as his own eleventh-hour apologia 
stated) but that the ert bb ta action surprised him 
and made his shot go wild. Whatever is the truth, 
Burr's bullet crossed Hamilton's midriff and came to 
rest near his spine. Hamilton died thirty-one hours 
later. 


Immediately Burr--who had been thought of as a 
future President at the beginning of the year-- 
became the Devil incarnate in the popular press; and 
Hamilton became a saint. "Catch the stream that 
flows from his mighty heart, and pour it in thy 
veins," sang one newspaper. "...Ye hosts of heaven, 
assemble thy chosen choir..." Another expressed 
amazement that anyone would "take a cool and deadly 
aim against...the father of a numerous family--the 
husband of a most affectionate wife--an ornament of 
his country and to human nature." In fact the people 
who then enjoyed the rank of gentlemen--especially 
the Southerners among them--thought of the duel as a 
perfectly normal business. How else could one wipe 
the slate clean when all the talk and the writing 
and the rational stuff had failed? What neither they 
nor Burr realized was that the American Revolution 
had brought new values to the fore (Hamilton the 
great conservative had known, but no-one listened). 
Now aristocratic honour was supplanted by Biblical- 
democratic morality; now any conflict had to feature 
one devil and one angel; and now "the father of a 
numerous family" was a value in itself regardless of 
how the father in question dealt with people who 
crossed his path. 


Burr being the scapegoat (it might just as well 


have been the other man) there was little to do but 
sit out the remainder of the vice-presidential term 
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and then leave. Burr went West; was arrested and 
tried on account of the famous "Burr conspiracy", 
the alleged plot to found a Western empire, of which 
he was exonerated; exiled himself to Europe for four 
years; returned to practice law in New York; died at 
80, still a pariah. Unfortunately we don't have 
Burr's birth hour. He was born on 6th February 1756 
in Newark, New Jersey, certainly not early in the 
day since his mother had had time to jot a note in 
her diary that mormning. It is interesting that at 
the moment of the duel the degree of Burr's natal 
Sun was setting; also that Saturn was square to his 
natal Mars in the last degree of Gemini. 


The scapegoat of the earlier incident, Montgom- 
ery, also went West--back to his seignory in Norman- 
dy. There he became a Protestant and joined Conde in 
1562, taking part in the Protestant occupation and 
defence of Bourges and Rouen; he was instrumental in 
the reconquest of the Béarn from French troops in 
1569. But after the St. Bartholomew's massacre 
(1572) he fled to England, returning with a fleet to 
save the Protestant port of La Rochelle. He was 
captured ina later battle, arrested in spite of a 
promise of personal safety, and taken to Paris where 
he was tried by a special commission and executed 
(1574). Montgomery's trial had taken 15 years to 
catch up with him, but it was more brutally effi- 
cient than Burr's. 


The American politician also had had a period 
of military glory. Early in the Revolution, an Amer- 
ican force invaded Canada. Now this adventure was 
not merely a strategic attack on Britain. It also 
had a religious meaning. For the Thirteen Colonies 
the Enemy had been the French, the Catholic mission- 
aries and the Indians. Then--hardly more than a 
dozen years before the Revolution--New France had 
fallen. The colonists' jubilation was gradually 
replaced by shock as it appeared that the British 
intended to leave everything in place as it had 
been: the Catholic clergy, the petty Norman aristo- 
crats and their seignories, the Parisian legal code, 
and--final insult--the preposterously huge bounda- 
ries of New France, which stretched from Labrador to 
New Orleans. This was as much a cause of the Ameri- 
can Revolution as taxes and commercial laws. So when 
the American expedition left for Canada in 1775 it 
was in a sense continuing the religious war of the 
one ow two hundred and fifty years--a war that had 

een brought across the Atlantic by earnest settlers 

from St-Malo and St-Nazaire and Flushing and Plym- 
outh, who brought with them the curses of such 
people as Montgomery and Catherine de'Medici. 


60 


MAN TO MAN 


The expedition failed, but it provided the 
revolutionaries with one of their most dramtic leg- 
ends: the rout, in a blinding snowstorm on 31st 
December 1775, of a small American band rg ie sige 
bec, the strongest citadel in the New World; a 
young, small-framed subaltern trying to remove the 
body of his slain general in the face of enemy fire, 
finally having to retreat. The young officer was 
Aaron Burr, and the general's name was Montgomery. 
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Both _ maps have Suns conjunct Castor and Pollux 
( «@ and 8 Geminorum) in right ascension. Here is 
what Robert DeLuce had to say about horoscopes with 
the Sun in contact with these stars. Castor: "Prom- 
inence in government.... It may give serious troub- 
les, blows, stabs, wounds, injuries to eyes and 
face. If the horoscope is evil,...assassination, 
imprisonment, banishment or beheading." Pollux: 
"May cause blindness, injuries; riches and honour 
but final ruin and violent death." 


Henry II was born on 31st March 1519 (Old 
Style) around 7:00 in St-Germain-en-Laye, 48N54 2E05 
(source: Cahiers Astrologiques). Alexander Hamilton 
was born 11th January 1755 (New Style) at Nevis, 
West Indies, 17NOO 62W30, time unknown. 
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My sources on the Count of Montgomery are 
sparse and spotty. It is worth noting that the 1559 
event, and the betrayal of Montgomery 15 years lat- 
er, are referred to in some of the Nostradamus 
quatrains written probably before 1556: Centuries I- 
35, III-30, and III-55. Elsewhere in this issue 
Maurice Poulin explains that Nostradamus relieda 
great deal on planetary conjunctions with fixed 
Stars (in right ascension). His predictions may have 
been based partly on the fact that there was to be a 
Sun-Mercury conjunction on Castor and Pollux on 30th 
June 1559. 
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EARTH MYSTERIES 


---NOAH O'DHANIEL--- 


I THE GEOMAGNETIC FIELD 


The whole surface of the earth is continuously 
being washed by a flow of electrical energy which we 
call its magnetic field. The earth is a great mag- 
net, the strength and direction of its currents 
influenced by many factors including the proximity 
and relative positions of the other spheres in the 
solar system, chiefly the Sun and Moon. 


As we are all aware, our Earth is not station- 
ary. Its surface spins around its axis a quarter- 
mile every second. The whole planet orbits around 
the sun at 18.5 miles a second and the Sun with its 
system of planets is moving through curved space 
towards the star Vega at 12 miles a second. 


Were we to view the Earth's magnetic field from 
outer space we would see that it resembles the 
corona around a comet. The perpetual blast of ions 
and atoms, particles and gamma rays, which make up 
the solar wind, are streaming past the earth at 250 
miles a second, and simultaneously blowing the mag- 
netic field away from the sun. The scarcely visible 
"aura" of our planet, as a result, has a blunt head 
on its day side and a long auroral tail on its night 
side. A positive charge (from excess friction) is 
being created along the morning edge and a negative 
charge (from reduced friction) is present along the 
evening edge. 


Put the diagram shown opposite against your 
natal horoscope and align it to your moment of 
birth. Where the sun was located within the horosco- 
pic circle is the direction the corona's head was 
taking when you were born. Its opposite point ident- 
ifies the direction towards which the earth's tail 
was being blown. 
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THE EARTH IN SPACE 


The changing flow of the geomagnetic field that 
is caused by the solar wind may also help us to 
understand the physical cause of how the four angles 
differ from each other and also from other house 
placements within the natal horoscope. 


There are other influences on the strength and 
activity of the magnetic current that result from 
the composition of the earth's surface over which 
the field passes. Over firm, flat country the cur- 
rent is undisturbed, placid and regular, while over 
rocky, broken land it becomes disturbed and violent, 
reacting with the elements to cause magnetic storms. 
In the neighbourhood of geological faults the mag- 
netic flow becomes particularly agitated due to the 
springs of current which burst ci ges the earth's 
crust at these places in response to planetary stim- 
ube 


Scientific stations all over the world measure 
the periodic variations in the magnetic field. Yet 
despite this close and continuous survey and what we 
know about the various factors that influence its 
rhythm, notably the 27-day intervals of its quiet 
and disturbed periods, and its relationship to the 
sunspot cycle and hence to meteorological condi- 
tions, little is really understood about the nature 
and effect of the earth's magnetic field. 
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All of the evidence from the remote past, some 
of which was detailed in the previous issue of this 
Magazine, suggests that the earth's natural magnet— 
ism was not only known to man many thousands of 
years ago but that it provided a source of energy 
and inspiration to which early civilization were 
tuned. 


The strength and direction of the mysterious 
stream of terrestrial magnetism, which Chinese geo- 
mancers call the dragon force, varies according to 
certain phases of the Sun and Moon. The Sun imposes 
a daily rhythm modified by other influences includ- 
ing that of the lunar cycle, for the Moon exerts the 
same influence upon this invisible magnetic flow as 
it does on the tides. The lunar modulation effect on 
geomagnetic activity seems to occur only when the 
Moon is within 4° of the ecliptic plane on the 
morning side of the Earth (i.e., between full Moon 
and last quarter). The full Moon--if close enough 
to the ecliptic--produces a marked increase in mag- 
netic activity (a geomagnetic storm) around noon 
with a quiet period just before sunset. A similar 
influence emanates from the planets and from the 
distant stars, especially when these are aligned 
with the horizon or the meridian. 


The most dramatic influence on the Earth's 
magnetic field occurs when there is an eclipse of 
the Sun or Moon. When this takes place the magnetic 
activity normally stimulated by the eclipsed body 
greatly diminishes, with considerable effect on the 
regular flow of terrestrial current. Indeed an 
eclipse of the Moon has no apparent physical influ- 
ence on the Earth other than in the effect it pro- 
duces on the level of terrestrial magnetism. 


It follows that an eclipse, either solar or 
lunar, visible at a location around noon or midnight 
has to have a stronger effect than one visible at 
other times. Similarly, an eclipse at the solstice 
will bring about a different effect from one occur- 
ing at other times of the year. Hence these two in 
combination, a solstice eclipse at noon or midnight 
arc time, must create the strongest possible ef- 

ect. 


The brilliant Annie Dillard has described the 
1979 solar eclipse visible at Yakima, Washington in 
her stunning 1982 book Teaching a Stone to Talk. 
Here is just a sampling. Read the complete descrip- 
tion for yourselves. The journey into a state of 
sanity that this book can take you is well worth the 
price of admission the publishers Harper & Row have 
placed on it. 


64 


EARTH 


"w«The second before the sun went out we saw a wall of dark 
shadow come speeding at us. We no sooner saw it than it was 
upon us. It roared up the valley. It slammed our hill and 
knocked us out. It was the monstrous swift shadow cone of 
the moon... It was 195 miles wide. No end was in sight--you 
saw only the edge. It rolled at you across the land at 1,800 
miles an hour, hauling darkness like a plague behind it... 
Less than two minutes later, when the sun emerged, the 
trailing edge of the shadow cone sped away. It coursed down 
our hill and raced eastward over the plain, faster than the 
eye could believe; it swept over the plain and dropped over 
the planet's rim in a twinkling. It had clobbered us, and 
now it roared away. We blinked in the light. It was as 
though an enormous, loping god in the sky had reached down 
and slapped the earth's face." 


Were a civilization able to put the Earth's 
magnetic current to a practical use, they would be 
very concerned with the accurate prediction of 
eclipses, especially of lunar eclipses, at which 
time the full Moon directly in the tail of the 
Earth's magnetic field is cut off from the Sun by 
the interposing Earth. Now the prime function of 
many of the prehistoric stone observatories through- 
out the world was just this, the accurate prediction 
of lunar eclipses. 


The scientific establishment has been unable to 
provide a plausible explanation for the remarkable 
interest prehistoric man showed in acquiring advance 
warning of an approaching eclipse, lunar eclipses 
especially. But if the work in constructing the 
immense and precise megaliths had any meaning at 
all, there must have been a reason why so much 
effort was directed towards eclipse prediction. 


From the evidence of old beliefs and legends it 
appears that an eclipse was traditionally an event 
to be feared, against whose effects certain precau- 
tions obviously had to be taken. 


It is inconceivable that the ancient shaman- 
astrologers with their highly advanced observation- 
al science and cosmology could have been ignorant of 
the circumstances in which eclipses occur. [*1] 


[*1] The complicated cycle of the moon includes a tiny periodic 
variation that appears to have been unknown in Europe--one 
hesitates to state categorically that it was also unknown 
to Chinese, Hindu, Arab, etc. astronomers--until Tycho 
Brahe rediscovered it in the 17th century. Brahe certainly 
made a true rediscovery for the lunar knowledge is clearly 
incorporated in megalithic stone circles built 4,000 years 
ago. 
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These familiar and predictable events could 
hardly have produced merely unreasoned or supersti- 
tious terror in those who understand their exact 
nature and cause. Yet the prehistoric dread of 
eclipses has survived in many parts of the world up 
to the present day. 


There must have been some good reason why, 
4,000 years ago, people were nervous of eclipses and 
took extreme care to have warning of their approach. 
The only physical effect they could possibly have 
anticipated was the sudden interruption to the even 
flow of the terrestrial magnetic current, for this 
is the single way in which an eclipse affects pro-. 
ceedings on Earth. 


The late Dr Wilhelm Reich appears to have re- 
discovered the dragon current, the natural flow of 
force that is related to the earth's magnetic field. 
In his book The Discovery of the Orgone he described 
how this energy could be accumulated in a chamber 
and how a person spending time in this chamber had 
his vital energy stimulated, 


From Reich's description of the orgone flow and 
the ways in which it could be directed, one wonders 
if this form of energy may have been known and 
controlled in prehistoric times. Many of the great- 
est works of the megalithic builders, such as New 
Grange and Knowth in Ireland, include the construct- 
ion of a chamber set deep at the heart of some great 
articial edifice and lined in precisely the manner 
that Reich built his orgone accumulator. 
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II EVIDENCE OF LEYS IN SOUTH AMERICA 


. Opponents of the Watkins' ley system (described 
in the previous issue of CONSIDERATIONS) have arqued 
against its existence by claiming that there was no 
precedent among ancient people for the construction 
of long, straight alignements of sacred sites and 
monuments, and no parallel outside of the British 
Isles. This objection has now been overruled by the 
revelation of sacred landscapes in both Peru and 
Bolivia, composed on exactly the same principles and 
with the very same features as Watkins proposed for 
the British leys. 
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In the late 1970's news came of the discovery 
of a forgotten manuscript written by a seventeenth 
century Jesuit, Father Cobo, that described the 
arrangement of native shrines on series of long, 
straight tracks, radiating from the temple of the 
sun in Cuzo. the old Inca capital high in the Peru- 
vian Andes. These have been investigated and found 
to exactly parallel the leys Alfred Watkins and his 
followers investigated in Britain. 


More recently, in remote Bolivia, it has been 
found that the entire landscape of the Aymara region 
is intersected by a pattern of thin, light pathways, 
running dead straight over all obstacles for dis- 
tances of over twenty miles. These paths connect the 
shrines and pilgrimage centers of the Aymara Indians 
who keep them free from vegetation and tread them on 
ritual journeys at specific times of the year. The 
lines are of great age and are associated in local 
tradition with a god-like race from primeval times. 
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III ALIGNMENTS IN NORTH AMERICA 


Just a hundred years ago, before the destruc- 
tion wrought by settlement and agriculture, the 
plains of the Midwest were covered with giant earth- 
works and mounds, the origin and meaning of which 
still baffle the scientific establishment. Similarly 
throughout the Southwest, particularly in New Mexi- 
co, vast prehistoric networks of "old straight 
tracks" connected the ritual centers of the Pueblo 
Indians. These are aligned with natural rock pillars 
and other landmarks, and follow the directions of 
astronomical sightings from ancient temples and 
towers. These lines seem to connect with similarly 
extensive lines of monuments and astronomical mark- 
ers in Mexico. 


If you are travelling this Spring or Summer 
here are some locations of astronomically aligned 
ancient monuments you may care to visit right here 
in the USA. 


POSSIBLE MEGALITHIC ASTRONOMICAL ALIGNMENTS IN THE USA 


COLORADO 

Within the Rocky mountain National Park, on a windy crest above 
Trail Ridge Road is a clear alignment to the rising summer sol- 
stice sun. It consists of a small cairn from which two lines of 
rocks extend thirty meters in opposite directions, ending in 
piles of stones. 
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CONNECTICUT ] 
Groton, close to New London, has a double circle of boulders and 


at least five good alignments. 


KANSAS 

Along the Little River close to Route 56 in Rice and McPherson 
counties are so-called council circles that align with the four 
solstitial sunrise and sunset points. 


LOUISIANA 

Poverty Point near Marksville has immense concentric pentagonal 
man-made ridges and a tremendous mound 640 feet by 700 feet at 
the base and 70 feet high, shaped to resemble a colossal bird, is 
connected to the ridges by a huge, sloping ramp. From the top of. 
the mound, sighting along the ramp, is a direct line with the 
rising sun at the equinoxes. 


MISSOURI 

In modern St Louis is Cahokia, a "Woodhenge", from which it is 
thought eclipses could be predicted. Sunrises and sunsets at the 
solstices and equinoxes are visible. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Hillsborough, Mount Sunapee, Mystery Hill, Raymond, and Tutton- 
boro on Ragged Island in Lake Winnipesankee are five of many 
locations within the state. 


NEW JERSEY 
Kinnellon, a dolmen with two sightings. 


NEW MEXICO ; 
In Socorro county at the north end of the Oscura range, just 
north of Route 380, are several stone circles. 


Thirty miles northwest of Fort Defiance, within the Navajo 
Indian Reservation, and two miles east of the Canyon de Chelley, 
are long lines of upright stones in parallel rows. These stones 
are about three feet high and from five to ten feet apart. 


OHIO 
The most notable are the series near Portsmouth along the Ohio 
river. Rising and setting Sun at summer solstice. There are 
important coincidences in their design with that of Avebury in 
England. 


At Newark is a perfect circle, the diameter of which is 
1,056 feet, precisely sixty-four poles, or sixteen chains. 


WYOMING 


The famous medicine wheel in the Big Horn mountains has clear 
alignements. Its circumference is 245 feet. 


The above listing is obviously very incomplete. 
We welcome additions you may care to provide. 
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RESPONSE TO THE premier issue of CONSIDERATIONS has been most 
positive. Even better than we had hoped. Thank you. 


Your obvious appetite for serious astrological writings has 
been very stimulating. Now we have to maintain your interest. We 
will do. our best to meet this challenge. We have already commis- 
sioned articles from authorities on the subjects you have told us 
most interest you. But we do still need continuous feed-back. 
Keep on telling us what you like most about the contents of each 
issue of CONSIDERATIONS. A selection of your comments on the 
content of the Premier issue follow. If you disagree with the 
messages we are receiving from your fellow subscribers, which 
will help determine the direction we will be taking in future 
issues, let us know. 


HALF-PAST AUTUMN 


It gave a poetic, yet factual look at Scorpio. 

Magical, informative and emotionally fulfilling. 

I prefer charts with full data. 

Poetic and lovely--accurate. 

Seemed to ramble. 

Seldom does one run across information as complete on these 
obscure topics. 

* Incisive and mind boggling. 

* Great, are you into Wicca too!? 
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FIRE OVER THE SKIES 


Great astrological evidence. 

Not of interest, prefer personal astrology. 
Quite full of needed information. 

Very valuable data. 

Charts lacked some in definition. 

I enjoy the astrology of contemporary events. 
Fun and interesting astrology. 

Thought provoking. 

Adds to my research 


***k*k*ERRATA 
Page 13 line 16 ... "Qadhalfi" should of course be "Qadhafi". 


+ ee et HF OH OF 
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CONTEST 


* Good for reader involvement. 
* trite, 

* A fun brain teaser. 

* Still working on it. 

* Not interested 


*****Some of our early subscribers have sent us contest solu- 
tions, which delighted us. But we think that many would-be com- 
petitors were discouraged by our unrealistic deadline date. We ~ 
want to give new subscribers--many of whom asked for our first 
issue--time to participate. The contest involved choosing the 
specific maps (two out of four) belonging to time-twins singer 
Catherine McGarrigle and artist Anna Vojtech. Details can be 
found in out first issue, pages 16-19. 


The contest deadline is now 15th April 1984. All entries 
postmarked on or before that date will be accepted. 


HOROSCOPES IN AZIMUTH 


* Quite intriguing. , 

* i dalle for those who don't understand engineering is diffi- 

cult. 

Very interesting. 

Confusing. 

Needs more research and study. 

I must be patient; I look forward to your next installment 

with eagerness. 

* OK; but I prefer old ways. I guess I don't like my sacred cows 
knocked over. 

* Thought provoking. 

'* When the author has done as many charts as the Gauquelins, then 
his theory should be given some merit, but not until then! 

* Contributed an added dimension for exploration. 

* roa technical--beyond the scope of most interpretive astro- 
ogers. 


+ ee + 


*****Some confusion may have occurred due to the poor reproduc- 
tion of the charts contained within Horoscopes in Azimuth in some 
copies. Readers requesting them will be sent clear xerox copies 
of the charts involved. Please accompany your request with a 
stamped legal-sized reply envelope. 
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KkKKKK ERRATA 
Page 71 line 9 ... "goal" should be "gaol". 


Page 75... The obliquity of the ecliptic should be 23°.44153 61. 
(This is a particularly regrettable error, as use of the wrong 
value for the obliquity will make it impossible to calculate any 
of the right ascensions and declinations properly. ] 


Page 76, first line of bottom paragraph ... "Note that Saturn is 
just inside the third cusp" should be “Note that Saturn in the 
southern map is just inside the third cusp." 


ARE ASTROLOGICAL CHARACTERS EGYPTIAN? 


* I do not know. 

* Some differences, some similarities from previous acquired 
information. 

* An enjoyable history lesson. 

* Interesting but a bit dry. 

* I have been intrigued with the origin of the glyphs for many 
years. 

* Have read numerous articles along these lines. 

* Still not sure. 


HENGE 


* A subject I always find fascinating (and one I believe we have 
barely scratched as yet). 

* Sticking my oar in to encourage more research and articles 

relating to ley-lines, earth currents, and henges in North 

America. 

Stimulating. Provocative new information. 

Full of interesting facts. 

Loved it--fascinating. Magical and informative. 

Would like to see a similar article done on Woodhenge but 

realize there is less research material available. 

* Excellent. 

* I have a book on Stonehenge. 

* Still one of the mysteries. 
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DATA, ETCETERA 


Just what is needed. 
I liked it. 
Always looking for data like this for class use. 


Always a welcome contribution. 
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THE SEPTENARY 


Needs more research and explanation. 
Provocative new information. ; ‘ 
Very favourably impressed. Am awaiting the next installment. 


+ + + 


‘til next edition. 


* Interesting but we should have more examples. I found it diffi- 


cult to follow, using my own chart. 2 
* Terrific. More please! Concepts seem quite valid. 


* What is the source of the author's discovery?--he does not give 


his reference completely enough. 
* Similar to Duodenary in some respects. 


SUBJECTS YOU WOULD LIKE DISCUSSED IN FUTURE ISSUES 


Advantages/disadvantages of various house systems. 
Astrology and Religion. 

Case histories on real people. 

Fixed stars. 

Forecasting/timing. 

Health analysis. 

History of Astrology. 

Horary. 

Interception. 
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you have presented. 

Mundane astrology. 

Mutual reception, with charts. 

Original Uranian astrology--of Witte. 
Rectification. 

Relationship of Numerology with Astrology. 
Similar to Septenary. 
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ADDITIONAL POSTAGE CHARGES 


YOUR SUBSCRIPTION to CONSIDERATIONS covers delivery 
by 3rd class bulk mail. 


The Premier issue was mailed out to everyone by 
first-class mail. Subsequent issues, including this 
one, will be mailed by 3rd class bulk mail. 


The post office inform us that 3rd class deliv- 
ery in the New York area should take seven working 
days and to the West Coast about 15 working days. 
We are now taking the bulk mail to the post office 
during the last week of the publication month. 


For those who prefer first class delivery 
please inform us and send an additional $2.00 (u.s.3 
to cover the additional postage and handling charges 
for the remaining May and August issues. 
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Exciting!!! Really must learn more--don't know if I can wait 


More of the same type and quality of material would be great. 
More bibliography could improve the already scholarly quality 


A TECHNICAL NOTE 


CONSIDERATIONS follows standard astrological and 
astronomical conventions as much as possible. De- 
grees of the Zodiac (ecliptic) are indicated either 
by the and ' symbols meaning degrees and minutes 
(and occasionally by " meaning seconds) or else by a 
sign symbol insexted between the degree and minutes 
pagts. Thus 265°16' of Longitude is the same as 
25°16' of Sagittarius or 25,7716. 


Time is stated in hours and minutes (and sometimes 
seconds) separated by colons. Thus 2:07:48 means 2 
hours, 7 minutes and 48 seconds. Civil time is 
usually stated as UT (Universal Time) or ET (Ephem- 
eris Time) since this saves the reader from uncert- 
ainty about precisely what clock rules are being 
followed. UT may be converted to Eastern Standard 
Time (EST) by subtracting five hours. ET is approxi- 
mately equivalent to UT. A good explanation of the 
difference between UT and ET is found in the appen- 
dix "How to Cast a Natal Horoscope" by Robert Hand 
and Joshua Brackett, in The American Ephemeris 
1931 to 1980. Fee se 


Hours are given in the 24-hour dial to avoid errors 
with "a.m." and "p.m."; 17:00, not 5:00 p.m. 


Decimal points always separate whole numbers from 
decimal parts. Colons are used to separate whole 
numbers from sixtieths. Thus 2:07.8 means 2 hours, 7 
minutes and eight-tenths of a minute, which is 
equivalent to 2:07:48. 


When the decimal point is used together with degree, 
arc minute and arc second symbols, the decimal point 
follows the symbol of the last_whole unit. Thus 
23,41 degrees can be written 23°.41 or 23°24'.6 or 
23024'36", 


Local sidereal time (ST) is expressed in hours. The 
right ascension of the local meridian (RAMC) is 
expressed in angular measure. The former is equal to 
the latter divided by 15. ST 7:51 is the same as 
RAMC 117~45'. 


Zodiacal positions may be assumed to be tropical 
unless it is stated otherwise. Sidereal horoscopes 
usually require that an ayanamsha be specified. 
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